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LETTER XXIX. 


WILLIAM LESLEY, ESQ, TO THE HONOUR= 


ABLE CHARLES MACKENZIE, 
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My dear Charles, 


Hap it been poſſible, for you to have 
temained a ſtranger to my preſent unhappy 
ſituation, I ſhould not have dated this from 
aplace which I know will alarm and ſhock 
jou; but the cauſe of my confinement is 
of too ſerious a nature to admit of conceal- 
VOL. 11. B ment ; 
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ment; I vill therefore proceed to give you 
a circumſtantial account, of not only my 
offence, but of the events which concurred 


to make me guilty of it, 

My laſt letter informed you of my reſo- 
ſolution not to leave town; it like wiſe ac- 
quainted you with my endeavours to meet 
Lady Vernon; but as I ſaw no poſſibility 
of ſucceſs, after ſeveral days of unccaſing 
trial; I reſolved to give up the attempt, 
and repair to you; of this, I would not 
give you intelligence, becauſe I wiſhed 
to ſurprize you. 


Having ſettled every thing for my de- 
parture, I waited on Lord C—; to thank 
him for his civility, and to take my leave, 
I had not frequented his houſe from the 
time oſ my writing you of my determina- 
tion to quit London, the following day; 
and I now choſe an hour when I hoped to 
have ſcen his Lordſhip only, but in this! 
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-was diſappointed ; for I found him with his 
lady, who, on my telling the errand I came 
on, declared I ſhould not leave town till 
after the maſquerade, which was to take 
place in two days, as Lord C-— would 
not go, and ſhe had ſet her heart on my 
being her ceciſbeo for that night. I ac- 
quieſced, though, to confeſs the truth, the 
office was unpleaſing to me; as I ſome 
time before had reaſon to believe your 
conjectures, regarding her ladyſhip's fa- 
yorable ſentiments towards me, were not 
entirely without foundation: ſince which, 
I had avoided her deſirable ſociety. Her 
conduct at this time, however, lulled my 
ſuſpicions; as ſhe expreſſed no regret at- 
my approaching abſence, nor a wiſh to 
detain me longer than the abovemen- 


I remarked, during my viſit, that her 
behaviour was leſs particular to me, and 
more attentive to others, than had been 
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uſual; but early the following morning, I 
received a note, addreſſed to me in theſe 


Dzar LESLEY, 


« Do not, if you can poſſibly avoid it, 
ſee either my lord or myſelf, till after the 
maſquerade ; where you muſt join me in 
the room ; I will then relate a circum- 
ſtance to you, which will aſtoniſh, but! 
hope nor diſpleaſe you; I ſhall aſſume the 
character of a nun; but, to prevent the 
poſſibility of a miſtake ; I will bear on my 
hand a ſcrawl, on which ſhall be written, 
© the unwilling vittim ;* I charge you as 
you value my future repoſe, not to fail 
this appointment, and that you will ſub- 
mit to my guidance for the evening; come 
28 and believe me, all you would wiſh, 


57 


Biber C—. 


U pon my honor Charles, I do not know 
whether ſorrow, or ſurprize was moſt 
A * 


e 


SIGISMAR, 5 


predominaat in me on this occaſion; for I 
had little doubt, as to the ſubject on which 
ſhe meant to converſe ; and I moſt ſin- 
cerely regrette g that I had been fo de- 
ceived ia my opinion of her delicacy, and 
character: I however, obeyed her direc- 
tions, and repaired to the pantheon, at ſo 
early an hour, that the company was but 
thin. I ſoon diſcovered her I would have 
given the world to have avoi led, At my 
entrance, ſhe ſeparated from the reſt of the 
company, and ſeated herſelf in a diſtant 
corner, where I joined her, when, in a low 
voice, ſhe ſaid, © Leſley, we muſt nei- 
ther of us be known; it is of conſe- 
quence we ſhould not, therefore be on 
your guard ; I aſſured her I would, and 
begged her to explain her myſterious con- 
duct? She anſwered, it is for that pur- 
poſe, and with that intent I meet you; but, 
you mult firſt anſwer me the queſtions I 
ſhall put to you, and I conjure you to an- 
ſwer them withtruth ; without waiting my 
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reply, ſhe proceeded : “ were you ever at- 
tached to Miſs Howard, that is the pre- 
ſent Lady Vernon?” I inſtantly replied, 
«© moſt fervently, and that previous to 
her marriage with his lordſhip, I had eſ- 
teemed her as the future companion of my 
life; that I had every right to do ſo; as we 
had mutually engaged to live for each 
other. She aſked what could tempt me 
to break that engagement? I told her 
worlds would not have tempted me, but a 
fortune and title, were more than Miſs 
Howard could withſtand; the therefore 
forſook me, cruelly forſook me : without 
deigning to explain her motives, or even 
fuffering me to plead for a mitigation of 
her ſeverity ; her door was ſhut againſt my 
entrance, and my letters remained un- 
anſwered. She expreſſed great ſurprize 
at what I had mentioned; faying, ſhe had 
never till that moment, heard of my hav- 
ing made the ſmalleſt effort to regain Miſs 


Howard's good opinion: but ſhe continu- 
ed, 
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ed, you cannot be ignorant that I am 
looked on as the cauſe of your breaking 
with her; or that a ſuppoſition of your 
attachment to me, was her inducement for 
marrying Lord Vernon? I aſſured her, I 
had never entertained an idea of the kind; 
that it was not poſſible I ſhould ; as 1 had 
never preſumed to think of the wife'of the 
valued lord C but as a being, too 
far removed from * to be viewed in any 
light, but as an object of veneration. 


She was ſilent for ſome time, and 1 
was applauding myſelf, for having pre- 
vented her diſcovering ſentiments, which 
muſt have rendered me the object of her 
contempt, or of my own ; when ſhe again 
addreſſed me, ſaying, © I wiſh Leſley, 
you would be ingenuous, and inform me 
whether you ſtill retain your regard for 
Lady Vernon, and whether it would not 
be poſſible for another to ſupplant her in 
your heart?” I was confounded, and 
55 B 4 knew 
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knew not what to anſwer ; there was ſome. 
thing ſo brutal, in avowing my real ſenti- 
ments to her, that I could not prevail on 
myſelf to do it; yet, to deceive her, could 

not ſerve a good purpoſe, and might ulti- 
_ mately lead to both our deſtructions. 1 
hiſitated ; at this moment, a maſk in the 
habit of a friar approached, and placing 
himſelf on the other ſide of her ; deſired 
he might be her father-confeſſur ; and, as 
the firſt proof of obedience, he demanded 
to know, if it was not to my company ſhe 
was an unwilling victim; as in that caſe, 
he would ſhortly rid her of it. 


She replied, his words denoted more 
the kni, ht errant, than the man of peace; 
ſhe would therefore adviſe him to engage 
a windmill ; though, that would be leſs 
quixotiſh, than the attempt to fulfil his 
preſent office; he ſaid, © a faint heart, 
never won a fair lady; therefore, he only 
waited her commands, when he would 
| exe cute 


W 


„„ MD BY ß .. 


Ci 
— 


SIGISMAR. 9 


execute them, though he ſuſpected the 
Domino concraled a cloven foot. She 
laughing ſaid, * goodlord, Mr. Sancho! I 
crave your pardon, I took you for the mad 
knight himſelf, till your proverb diſ- 
covered you were only the ſquire ; but, 
ſurely you are got a little out of your 
element ; as deeds of valour were never re- 
lated among your ſquireſhips exploits ; 
and your choice of character evinced, 
you thought yourſelf better calculated to 
forbear, than fight.” He anſwered, if 
ſhe would entitle him to fight for her, ſhe 
ſhould fee his preſent appearance to be 
hypocritical, as he would die in her de- 
fence. Oh, dear, ſaid ſhe, © what will the 
world ſay ?” I would not wiſh to make your 
wife jealous : © how do you know I have 
one? replied the maſk, by ſigns which 
your viſor cannot conceal,” returned her 
ladyſhip ; then riſing from her ſeat, ſhe 
continued, © good night, Sancho, I ſee one 
coming this way I wiſh to avoid. Who is 
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it can be ſounfortunate 2” aſked the friar: 
« will,“ ſaid ſhe, “ pay that reſpect to 
the habit, which I do not feel for the 
wearer, and confeſs the perſon I would 
wiſh to eſcape from is that fool Lord 
Vernon, who is trifling away his time in 
this place, while his new made lady is 
more profitably employed at home.“ It 
is ſtrange,” ſaid the maſk, © to obſerve 
how people differ: here is Lady CO 
at' a maſquerade, flaunting it with a gal- 
lant, while her gentle mate is engaged at 
home: painting a head with antlers, to 
which he has given his own likeneſs ſo 
ftrikingly, that'her lady ſhip has begged it 
may ornament her dreſſing-room, as ſhe 
cannot then forget his lordſhip.” 


| Here he was interrupted by his an- 
tagoniſt's ſaying, © I do aſſure you, you 
are miltaken, Mr. Governor, in the latter 
part of your information, as I know, to a 
certainty, his lordſhip intends the head as 
F | a preſent 
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z preſent to his friend Lord Vernon ; and 
an intimate acquaintance of mine has en- 
gaged to. furniſh it with horns that not 


even time will have power to fade. 


A devil, which J had obſerved ſeveral 
times near us, now approached, and aſked 


the friar if he had any commands for him? 


who replied, none ; but there was a lady 
ready to engage him: the devil anſwered, 


would rid her of that tedious blockhead, 
of whom not only his highneſs would, 
(though there was inclination on one ſide, 


make any thing. 


So ſaying, ſhe took my arm and led me 
away, when ſhe intormed me the perſon ſhe 
had ſo long converſed witli was Lord Ver- 
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he had long ſerved her ladyſhip, and was 
ſtill willing: ſhe anſwered, he was a good - 
natured devil, and deſerved employment; 
ſhe would therefore reward him if he 
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non himſelf. Shocked at the information, 
I angrily enquired, what could tempt her 
to ſpeak wantonly of the innocent Lady 
Vernon to. her huſband, to a man which 
the world already ſaid ſhe was unhappy 
with: ſhe was going to reply, when be 
who perſonated the devil, again accoit-:} 
her, ſaying he could find no kindred mind 
in the whole company except herſelf ; lie 
ſhould therefore remain with her: and 
accordingly followed us wherever we went, 
intruding his jeſts, which paſſed unnoticed; 
my companion being loſt in thought, and 
I was too much diſſatisfied and uneaſy to 
be capable of wit. 


The crowd was now become very great, 
and, for a moment, we had loſt ſight of 
our tormentor, when her ladyſhip ſtopping 
me ſuddenly, ſaid, © Leſley, leave me, and 
go inſtantly to your lodgings ; I will con- 


tive to follow you, when I will account 


for-my conduct this morning, and like- 
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wiſe unfold a ſecret which will aſtoniſh 
you.” 


I attempted to remonſtrate on the im- 
prudence of fuch a ſtep, but ſhe pre- 
vented me, ſaying, it is in vain, Leſley! 
I run no hazard; my dreſs will conceal 
me, and my everlaſting happineſs depends 
on your being made acquainted with what 
have to diſcloſe, You leave town to- 
morrow ; therefore quit me now, and let 
not ſuſpicion taint your mind againſt me, 
for I mean by this interview to regain, 
and not forfeit your good opinion.” She 
turned from me, and I reluctantly obeyed 
her command: on my chair being ſet 
down, I ſaw her's was clofe by, and we 
went to my apartment together, when, 
taking off her maſk, ſhe ſaid, © Thus, 
Leſley, I acquit Lady C of having 
injured Lady Vernon!” Good God, 
Charles! it was Lady Vernon herſelf! 
amaze- 


'14 | SIGISMAR. 
amazement tied my tongue, and ſhe pro- 
ceeded: 


« Now, William, it is neceſſary I ſhould 
do juſtice to that lady, by telling you, 
that the note you received, deſiring you to 
meet her at the maſquerade, was written 
by me! I will now confeſs my motive: 
J had been ſeduced into a marriage with 
Lord Vernon, by having the idea inſtilled 
into me, of your having abandoned me, 
and attached yourſelf to Lady C—. 
Since my return to London, I have had 
ſome reaſon to think you had been wrong- 
ed, and that I had fallen the victim to 
artifice ; to be either aſſured of which, 

or have your perfidy confirmed, was of 
infinite conſequence to me ; and, for that 
purpoſe, I contrived the meeting of this 
evening, hoping from the ſimilarity of 
our figures, and my talent in imitating 
voices, I might paſs on you for her lady- 
ſhip 
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ſhip, in which I have ſucceeded, and but 
a few words were neceſſary to inform me 
[ had been cruelly deceived. From that 
moment my ſoul-could not have known 
reſt-till I had vindicated myſelf to you: 
therefore tell me, Leſley, if your heart 


honeft love for the wretched reward of 
titled miſery? It will be ſome alleviation 
of my diſtreſs to know you do not deſpiſe. 
me; this night may perhaps be the laſt of 
our ever meeting; it is beſt it ſhouldbe ſo; 
it will be for my peace, and Lord Vernon's 
honour : for. oh, William, I will not con- 
ceal from you that you ftill poſſeſs my in- 
moſt ſoul, and that in loſing you I have 
deen robbed of all which I have deſired 
to- live for. This confeſſion prudence 


would have dictated to me to-with-hold,. _ 


but when have I obeyed her precepts ? 
Was it when I liſtened. to the ruinous ad- 
vice of my cruel aunt?” 


Here 


acquits me of having meanly bartered 
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Here I interrupted her, ſaying, “ Ra- 


ther to the falſhood of a villain! Alas, 


Matilda! my only conſolation is now that 


I have diſcovered the 'wretch who has 
deſtroyed my peace, and he ſhall feel my 
vengeance !”' 


* Stop?!” ſhe haſtily replied, “ ſtop, 
William, I conjure you, whilſt | exculpate 
Lord Vernon from any part in the artifice 
which has undone us; for, from my ſoul ] 
believe he is entirely innocent; if he 1s 
not, 1 am ſure he is ſufficiently puniſhed 
in the wife he has obtained, and ſincerely 
repents of his part of the fraud; but! 
believe he does not know any has been 
practiſed. Wrapped up in his own con- 
ſequenee, he did not think it poſſible he 
cod be any other than the object of 
affection: my perſon was all he ſought, 
but he finds, too late, it is of no value 
when unaccompanied by the heart, and 


that he has diſcernment ficient to know 
$1211 he 
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he does not poſſeſs, nor ever can; for, 
had I one to give, with ſorrow I declare, 
Lord Vernon is the laſt man I have ever 
ſcen who would obtain it. After this, 
need I urge you, William, to drop your 
reſentment to this unfortunate man ; do 
not give him further reaſon to curſe the 
hour that joined his fate with mine. If 
you cannot pity him, you will pay ſome 
regard to the fame of your once loved 
Matilda, and to the peace of your vene- 
rable friend whoſe undeſerving daughter 
ſhe is.” | 


At this moment a noiſe on the ſtairs 
warned us of the approach of ſome one, 


and I, too late, recollected my having 


neglected to give orders to be denied. 


The affrighted Lady Vernon had but 


dme to ſhut herſelf into my adjoining 
bed-room, when her brother, who had 
been on a viſit to her for ſome days, 
entered! I received him in the utmoſt 

conſuſion, 
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confuſion, but of which, being heated 
with wine, he took no notice: I told him, 
as the beſt means of removing him, and 
giving his ſiſter an opportunity to return 
home, that I was that moment going 
back to the maſquerade, and aſked him to 
accompany me, to which he conſented: 
but before we could execute our purpoſe, 
I Q was aſtoniſhed by the unceremonious 
entrance of Colonel Conway ; he was fol- 
lowed by his brother Lord C „ Who, 
ſetting up a loud laugh, and pointing to 
Mr. Howard, aſked the Colonel if that 
was the lady? Then turning to me, his 
lordſhip ſaid, © Faith, Leſley, I have to 
beg your pardon for this intruſion, but I 
was compelled by this hot-headed, obſti- 
nate brother, who has, for this month paſt, 
been I:bouring to fill me with ſuſpicions 
of your too great intimacy with Lady 
C „and has actually, this night, by 
the force of imagination, converted this 
gentleman into her ladyſhip, and brought 
me 
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me here to be a witneſs of my own diſ- 
honour.” 


T darted a furious look at the Colonel, 
and aſked if he had dared to hold ſuck 
language? he ſaid he had; and was, in 
ſpite of my angry brow and big voice, 
ſtill ſo preſurning, as not only to ſay, but 
inſiſt that Lady C had agreed to 
follow me home from the Pantheon; that 
ſhe had done ſo, and that ſhe had not 
yet left the houſe, 


Lord C prevented my ſpeaking by 
enquiring of Mr. Howard how long he 
had been with me, and if he found me- 
gone ? to which he anſwered, he had 


entered the moment before his lordſhip, 
and that I was then alone. ] Lord C—— 
then turned to me: Prithee, Leſley, 
has any female been to viſit you this 
evening?“ In my perplexed ſituation I 
was tempted to tell a falſhood, by aſſuring 
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him none had; and added, © fince your 
lordſhip doubts my honour, it is time our 
friendſhip ceaſed.” He held out his 
hand, ſaying, I beg your pardon, my 
valued friend, I am convinced.“ 


At this inſtant his brother, darting to a 
table, held up, in triumph, the nun's maſk 
and gloves, which her evil deſtiny had 
cauſed her to leave there, and mine had 
prevented my obſerving. 


Behold !“ he exclaimed, © behold the 
man of honour !—no female has viſited 
him !—Mark, my credulous brother ; 
theſe are not the decorations of a female, 
nor is this the very maſk I have deſcribed 
to you! Away, my lord, for ſhame with 
unmanly paſſiveneſs! Search the villain's 
apartments, and drag forth the wanton.” 


With this he ruſhed towards the door 
which concealed the poor Matilda, but I, 
ſerzing my ſword which hung in the room, 


placing 
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-laced myſelf before the entrance, and 


iemnly proteſted the firſt that approach- 
ed was a dead man; at the ſame time, I 
aſſured Lord C he was greatly wrong- 
ing his guiltleſs lady: wich ſome diffi- 
culty, he, with the aſſiſtance of Mr. 
Howard, reſtraiged Colonel Conway from 
attempting to force his way, but he at 
length prevailed Then, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to me, he ſaid, © I am at a loſs what 
degree of credit to give to your aſſertions; 
you have once this night impoſed on me 
a falſhood ; what you now ſay may be 
truth, but whether it is ſo or not, the 
events of this evening have filled my 
mind with ſuſpicion which will embitter 
my future days, as, from this hour, I ſhall 
diſtruſt the honour of Lady C : true, 
it is now in my power to- put an end to 
the torture of ſuſpence, by compelling 
you to ſatisfy my doubts; but, I confeſs, 
the terror leſt theſe doubts ſhould be con- 
| firmed, 


— 0 


— . a — —— 
r a 


— — 


- —— = _ 
— — — 2 9 


— Fo _ I” _ | 2 . 
M—— ‚ 


* — © 


Zz 
— , ceo —  —mSw 


- — 


— = — 
Pn — — 


— 
— 


; ' * 2. — — 
—— rr A 


22 stals MAR. 
firmed, prevents me; I therefore leave 
vou.“ 


Before he was out of the room, the 
door J had defended opened, and the 
generous Matilda came forth with an air 
of dignity, and a voice, ſweet and com- 
manding; ſhe called to him, “ Return, 
my lord, and be convinced of the u rong 
you would do your innocent lady!”” To 
have avoided this diſcovery, I would 
have given my life, but, my ſoul is inca- 
pable of the baſeneſs, the meanneſs of 
concealing my own ſhame, by. rendering 
the character of another ſuſpected ! 


Oh, Charles! neither pen or pencil 
could do juſtice to this ſcene!. Of the 
whole group, ſhe. was by far the moſt 
collected. Obſerving the almoſt ſtupificd 
aſtoniſhment of Mr. Howard, and turning 
ro 0k ſhe continued: To you, my 

brother, 


S2 


brother, I would fain account, for the 
improper ſituation in which you find me; 
yet, though I know the purity of my own 
intentions, appearances are ſo ſtrong 
againſt me, that I am hopeleſs of obtain- 
ing your belief.“ 


Lord C—— now turning to the Colo- 
nel, imprecated a bitter curſe on his 
meddling diſpoſition, and bid him retire; 
who, ſhrugging up his ſhoulders, ſaid, 
« Why, who the devil, my lord, would 
have expected ſuch a dencuement !”” and 
left the room. The ridicule his manner 
implied, rouſed my indignation, and ] 
followed him: his carriage was in wait- 
ing, and had. drove off before I could 


overtake him, I hurried. after, and — 


him ſtop at the Counteſs of N— 
I could entertain no doubt as to 8 in- 
tention of this late viſit; and the idea 
that he was expoſing my exalted Matilda 
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to her relation, encreaſed my rage almoſt 


to frenzy. 


On reaching the houſe, I defired Colonel 
Conway might be informed a gentleman 
muſt ſpeak wit! Him inſtantly. My ap- 


pearance made the ſervant heſitate, as! 


was without a hat, and carried in my hand 
the drawn ſword I had unſheathed at my 
lodgings ; but, on my commands being 
repeated, I was ſhewn into a room where 
he ſoon came to me, and meaning to 
make a jeſt of what had happened, he 
addreffed me with an affected penitential 


countenance, ſaying, ©* That was a curſed 


mal-apropos viſit of mine, Mr. Leſley; 


upon my foul I am au deſeſpoir at what] 


have done! But how was I to know that 
you was the favourite of every fine wo- 
man of faſhion in town? Faith I am at 
loſs whether I ought to cut your throat ot 


* own: I envy your good fortune, you 
lucky 
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hcky dog, as much as I am vexed at my 
own ill · timed blunder,” 


1 


Rage and want of breath had kept me 
filent : I now told him I had come for 
ſatisfaction for the irreparable injury he 
had done me. He laughed heartily, and 
begged, in the name of all that was won- 
derſul, I would ſay what the injury was? 
Could his having diſcovered that I was 
the choſen friend of Lord Vernon's lady 
(the moſt beautiful. woman in the world) 
be termed ſuch? if it was, he ſhould be 
prodigiouſly happy to be ſo injured. 
But,“ he continued, I ſee yuu are an- 


gy, Mr. Leſley; and though I think it 


ndiculous in you to be ſo, I will do all in 
my power to appeaſe your wrath ; to which 
end I do ſolemnly aſſure you, this fooliſh 
affair ſhall be, for me, as though it had 
never been; and I can anſwer for Lord 
C—$ filence, as the moment he re- 
turns to his picture gallery, he will forget 
YOL. 11. e he 
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ing in earneſt; and then replied, with an 


young man's bed- room, in a lodging houſe, 
> looks like innocence: faith, fir, I would 


he ever had been at your lodgings ; Mr. 
Howard will hardly blab, and her lady. 
ſhip is not ſo great a novice at ſecret 
keeping, as to betray herſelf; ſo that 
matter 1s ſettled.” 1 told him he was 
miſtaken; his not ſpeaking ill of Lady 
Vernon's character was not ſufficient ; 
he muſt not think diſreſpectfully of it: 
he muſt believe her being at my lodgings 
was perfectly innocent, and aſſure me, 
on his honour, he thought ſo : theſe were 
the only terms we could be friends on. 


He looked as if he had doubted my be- 


air and voice of indifference, {at the ſame 
time taking out his ſnuff box and playing 
with it) © Then, Mr. Leſley, we never 
ſhall be friends ; for, on my honour, I do 
not think, finding a lady ſhut up in a 


not pay you ſo ill a compliment as to ſup- 
pole 
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poſe it poſſible : ſo, as I ſaid before, I 
will forbear, on this occaſion, to ſpeak 
what I think—but egad I will think what 
I pleaſe. If this condeſcenſion meets with 
your approbation, well; if not, it is alſo 
well! I ſhall, however, think myſelf en- 
titled to her ladyſhip's gratitude for my 
filence, and live in the hope that ſhe will, 


— 7. - 


in her ſearch after novelty, take an inno- 
e, cent peep into the bed- room of your very 
Te humble ſervant.” 


He was then going, when I ſtepped 
between him and the door, and telling 
him he was a villain, deſired him to de- 
fend himſelf, as I was reſolved either his 
everlaſting ſilence or mine ſhould termi- 
nate that meeting. He anſwered, if it 
was my wiſh he would not baulk me; 
and, deliberately putting up his ſnuff-box, 
and throwing what he had taken out of it 
from between his finger and thumb, nge | 
drew his ſword. His contemptuous cool 
C 2 neſs 
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neſs had increaſed my paſſion to frenzy, 
and I was attacking him with the utmoſt 
fury when he called for a moment's pauſe, 
as he had a few words to ſay, and thus 
proceeded; 


be Before this deadly encounter takes 
place, it is proper I ſhould know with 
whom I engage, that if I kill you I may 

be certain I have not diſhonoured my- 

ſelf by it, or if I am killed, that it was not 

by the hand of a plebeian: therefore tell me, 

fir, who are you? for your being the favou- 
rite of Lady C—;, and the ſeducer of 
Lady Vernon, is not recommendation ſuf- 

ficient for my putting myſelf on a level 

with one whom nobody knows.” 


You, Charles, will eaſily believe this 
did not ſerve to allay my rage. I only 
called to him to defend himſelf ; and, ruſh- 
ing on him, my ſword paſſed through his 
body, and he fell: his proſtrate ſituation 
diſarmed 
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diſarmed my anger, and I ran to his aſſiſt- 
ance, in Which I was joined by the Coun- 
teſs, who juſt then entered the room, and 
entreated her to call for help: finding 
ſhe did not move, I was going myſelf, 
when ſhe called, © Stop, murderer! your 
attempt to fly from juſtice is in vain!” 
Her words recalled me, when the wound- 
ed man, with a generoſity that his pre- 
ceding conduct had not led me to expect, 
aid, Do not prevent him, my dear 
madam. Fly, fir, for I am dying; but, 
left your eſcape ſhould be prevented, I 
of call this lady to witneſs to my laſt words, 
f which are theſe: That I acquit you of my 
death, by declaring I deferved it, having 
wantonly provoked you, and that you have 
acted as a gentleman, and a man of ho- 


his nour: but fly, I conjure you.“ 

nly | a 

* Penetrated by this noble behaviour, I 
bis wrung his hand, breathing my fervent 
2 wiſhes for his recovery. I leſt the houſe 


without further oppoſition, intending, after 
" S. 3 I had 


I had diſpatched a ſurgeon to the aſſiſtance 
of my unfortunate antagoniſt, to make the 
beſt of my way out of the kingdom. But 
the recollection of the ſituation in which 
I had left the diſtreſſed Matilda, deter- 
mined me to return to my lodgings to 
learn what had become of her. As I 
entered, I met her brother, who addreſſed 
me with © Villain, ſeducer, you are well 
returned! I aſſured him I was neither, 
and begged him to compoſe himſelf, and 
liſten to me, when I would convince him 
that not only I was undeſerving his re- 
proach, but likewiſe his ſiſter was inno- 
cent of even intentional guilt. He called 
me liar and ſcoundrel, and, preſenting a 
piſtol, deſired I would defend myſelf: I 
took it, and, ſtepping to the door, threw 
it into the ſtreet. In doing this, my ſword, 
which I had concealed under my coat on 
account of its being unſheathed, fell ; 1 
. ſtooped to take it up, by which I pro- 
bably avoided falling by the contents of 
ket ; | the 
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the other piſtol, as he diſcharged it at me 
in the ſame inſtant. He now repeated his 


opprobrious language, adding coward ; 


all which I bore unmoved, the ' ſcene 1 


had lately quitted having ſubdued every 
ſpark of reſentment which my nature was 
capable of. My calmneſs ſeemed to add 
to his diſtraction, for, approaching, he 
aimed a blow at me with the piſtol he 
held in his hand, to avert which I held up 
the point of my ſword ; he endeavoured 
to catch it, with intent to diſarm me, but 
unhappily, in his great eagerneſs, his foot 
flipped, and falling forward, the accurſed 
weapon went through his heart!“ 


Oh, my friend! words cannot have 
power to tell the anguiſh, the bleeding 
anguiſh of my ſoul! I fell ſenſcleſs by 
the body: on my return to life, I found 
myſelf ſurrounded by the officers of juſ- 
tice, who conveyed me to this place: 
Er acquainted me I was not charged 
Cc 4 with 
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with one murder alone, as the Counteſs 
of N had given information of my 
having aſſaulted Colonel Conway at her 
houſe that night, and wounded him, of 
which wounds he had expired. 


Thus have I made known to you the 
fituation I am in, and the impoſſiblity 
of foreſeeing events which have concurred 
to bring me to it—what is to follow I am 
doubtful of! Of the murder of Mr. 
Howard I am certain the law will acquit 
me, as the people at my lodgings were 
. preſent at the whole tranſaction, and will 
bear teſtimony in my favour: my own 
heart will alſo acquit me of intending him 
the ſmalleſt injury, I would I could ſay 
as much with reſpect to Colonel Conway; 
but my conſcience tells me, however fa- 
vourable my country's deciſion may be, 

ſhall hence forward carry in my boſom 
an accuſing ſpirit, whoſe conſtant and 


ſevere reproaches will drive from it the 
few 


SIGISMAR. 33 


few- fragments of peace my untoward 
| deſtiny had left me: this knowledge ren- 
ders me leſs anxious as to my chance of 
acquital or condemnation, The only 
chance I have of eſcaping an ignomini- 
ous death, is the generous declaration of 


WY \ - | WY wy 


7 the dying man to the Counteſs, of which 
her teſtimony will be ſufficient proof, and 
: which ſhe will not refuſe when called on: 
q for though ſhe has robbed me of all which 
+ could make life deſirable, ſhe can have 
a no intereſt in taking that life, therefore 


1 will not with-hold the only circumſtance - 
which can preſerve it. 4, 


m 
7 [ have not, nor do I intend to inform 
A my father of theſe unhappy events till 


after my trial, which comes om in a very 
few days, as I wiſh him to remain igno- 
rant of my ſituation till my fate is de- 
cided: this I hope, by his total ſecluſion 
from ſociety, and the exceſſive diſtance at 
vhich he keeps his domeſtics, may be 
& 4 accom- 
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accompliſhed, You will, therefore, take 
any ſteps that you may think likely to 
contribute to this deſirable end, as it will 
fave him ſome days of uſeleſs anxiety; 


for, ſhould the worſt happen, his being 


informed of it could not avail me, and, 
thould I be acquitted, fears for my life 
will not be added to the keen ſenſe he will 
have of the diſgrace I have brought upon 
him. Need I tell you, Charles, that your 
preſence, on this awful occaſion, will be 
moſt acceptable to 


Your unhappy Friend, 


WIIILIIA LEsLEvy. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXX. 


MRS, PAULET TO MISS HOWARD, 


No action of my life was ever under- 
taken with ſuch deep regret as the writing 
of this letter. Oh, my Emma! no words 
can paint the reluctance I feel at acquaint- 
ing you with a circumſtance which will, I 
fear, for ever deſtroy the peace of your un- 


| fortunate beloved family: but the know- 


ledge cannot be with-held, and, if delayed, 
may reach you from ſome evil-minded and 
exaggerated channel. Be it therefore the 
taſk of friendſhip to prevent your being 


miſled, though it is by relating truths that 


will weigh you down with ſorrow. 


I was, at two o'clock this morning, 
alarmed by a ſervant entering my room 
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” after I was in bed, entreating me, from 
Lady Vernon, who, ſhe informed me was 
below, to ſee me immediately. The 
woman ſaid, her ladyſhip appeared in 
great diſtreſs: I hurried on my clothes, 
and, haſtened down, where I found. her 
drowned in tears ; ſhe was in a maſque- 
rade habit. I eagerly enquired the cauſe 
of her diſtreſs, when ſhe wrung my heart 
by informing me ſhe had been diſcovered 
by Lord C, Colonel Conway, and her 
brother, concealed in Mr. Leſley's lodg- 
ings ; that the former had conducted her 
to me, and that the latter had gone in 
purſuit of Mr. Leſley, who had withdrawn 
himſelf on the diſcovery : that ſhe did 
not doubt but that the meeting would be 


fatal to one of them, as her brother had 


imprecated the moſt horrid curſes on his 
head never to return till he had revenged 
the diſhonour of his family! She pro- 
refted the innocence of Mr, Leſley, and 


folemnly aſſured me the only motive of 


her 
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her viſit was, to ſatisfy ſome doubts ſhe : 
entertained of her having been decerved 
into her marriage with Lord Vernon: ſhe 
ended her recital, by begging I would 
ſuffer her to remain under my protection 
till ſhe had informed her huſband of what 
had happened ; for which purpoſe ſhe 
deſired I would ſend to the Pantheon, 
where ſhe believed he ſtill was, and re- 
queſt him to come inſtantly to my houſe, 
I complied, and his lordſhip was not long 
in obeying the ſummons. I received himz 
but had not courage to tell him more than 
that a misfortune had happened to his 
lady, of which ſhe herſelf wiſhed to inform 
him. I then conducted him to her; her 
diſtreſs appeared to perplex and aſtoniſh 
+ kim—we were all ſilence. At length, 
Matilda, aſſuming a dignity which nothing 
but conſcious innocence could have en- 
abled her to ſupport, addreſſed him in the 
following words: 
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ce Lord Vernon, I have been diſcovered 
in a ſituation this night which muſt for 
ever deſtroy my fame, therefore any aſſu- 
rance I could give you of my innocence 
would be fruitleſs, as it could neither 
ſatisfy you or the world. I will, therefore, 
ſpare myſelf the mortification of attempt- 
ing a defence that I know muſt be un- 
ſucceſsful, and only conjure your lordſhip 


to believe my diſtreſs is infinitely en- 


creaſed by the knowledge, that my miſ- 
conduct diſhonours you.” She then re- 


lated the circumſtances that had happen- 


ed, and concluded by again expreſſing her 
regret for the ſhare a mis-judging world 


would throw upon him of her infamy. 


. His lordſhip did not once attempt to 


interrupt her; even when ſhe had ceaſed, 
he remained filent, and ſhe again ad- 
dreſſed him: 


My 
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« My lord, there is another point on 
which I muſt ſpeak a few words, as the 


conduct of Lady C might otherwiſe 
be deemed reprehenſible: the maſk you 


J this night converſed with as her ladyſhip, 
was my unfortunate ſelf; the truth of this 
- my preſent dreſs will confirm.” He 
4 ſtarted from his ſeat, exclaiming, © In- 
p famous wretch! ſpeak no more, leſt 1 
2 de tempted to waſh out the ſtain you have 
- given me with your harlot's blood, and ſo 
a prevent the law from doing me that juſ- 
1- tice I will inſtantly demand ! Till then, 
er go to your ſeducer, or where your fortune 
Id leads you, for my doors ſhall be for ever 
ſhut againſt you.” 
to He now left the room and houſe with 
d, the utmoſt precipitation, leaving the poor 
d- Matilda quite ſubdued. I ſpent the re- 


mainder of the night in endeavouring to 
comfort her, and ſhe was becoming more 
My compoſed, when my woman ran into the 


room, 
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room, crying, Oh dear, my lady! poor 
Mr. Leſley is gone to Newgate ; he has 
murdered two gentlemen!” This was 
too much for Lady Vernon; ſhe fell from 
her ſeat, and I thought, for ſome time, 
ſhe had eſcaped from the malice of the 
world ; but ſhe at length recovered, and, 
in a fearful tone, aſked what were the 
names of the murdered men? but this the 
woman could not tell. She then entreated 
me to ſend inſtantly to learn—the meſ- 
ſenger ſoon returned, and informed me the 
brother of Lord C-—— was one; but oh, 
my Emma! how ſhall I tell—in what words 
ſhall I convey to you the name of the 
other! Will my ſweet girl, my beloved 
friend, colle& all her fortitude ! Will 
me ſtifle the feelings of a ſiſter, to enable 
her to ſupport the duties of a daughter? 
Will ſhe, too, forgive the hand which 
cruel: neceſſity has compelled to under- 
take the unfriendly office of rending her 
\ heart, by adding the name of George 
Howard, 
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Howard, as that of the ſecond victim to 
the unhappy Leſley's fury? Yet, I wrong ' 
this ill-fated young man, by uſing the 
term of fury, as ſeveral witneſſes (at leaſt 
in regard to your brother) acquit him of 
every particle of blame, and declare he 
only defended his own life; and that Mr. 
Howard loſt his by his over eagerneſs to 
deſtroy him. This I can eaſily believe, 
for I have ſcen Mr. Leſley, and his 
forrow for the untimely fate of your bro- 
ther, ſo entirely engroſſes him, that he 
ſeems to have forgotten the danger and 
ſituation. It is 
hardly neceſſary to ſay Lady Vernon is 
inconſolable: you may reſt aſſured no- 
thing in my power ſhall be wanting to 
reſtore her to peace, and reconcile her to 


herſelf, with whom ſhe is at preſent greatly 
at variance. 


I wiſh I had any thing to add to this 
melancholy letter that could Nrve as an 
+ antidote ' 
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antidote to the poiſon it contains ; but 
that is a happineſs which is denied me. 
I muſt therefore again conjure my friend 
to exert all that excellent ſenſe with which 
nature has endowed her, and to reflect, 
the life of a parent depends on her. That 
the Father of mercies may bleſs her en- 
deavours, and adminiſter conſolation to 
the afflicted boſon of her family, is the 
firſt wiſh of her whole heart partakes moſt 
ſenſibly of your diſtreſs ; and who is, with 
the greateſt affection, 


Your deeply ſy mpathizing 


MARIA PAULET. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXI. 


WILLIAM LESLEY, ESQ, TO DOCTOR 


HOWARD, DEAN OF 


Ir is with a trembling hand, and break- 
ing heart, I addreſs the revered inſtructor 
of my youth: With what ſenſations will he 
peruſe that which is written by the de- 
ſtroyer of his daughter's fame, and the 
murderer of his fon! Will he not caſt it 
from him will he not curſe the deteſted 
name, and call for vengeance on the vil- 
lain's head who has, in one day, plunged 
his hitherto u ſpotted family in forrow and 
diſgrace? Yes, you will; you muſt: 
but indeed, my hon ure d fir, I dare not 
longer call you friend! Tue wretch you 
execrate is the innocent cauſe of your 

calamities: 


44 SIGISMAR, 


calamities : he is an unwilling murderer. 
and he is free from, not only the crime, but 
the moſt diſtant intention of ſeduction. 


Lady Vernon has long been the idol of 
my heart, and had pledged herſelf to be 
the companion of my days. Fraud and 
artifice have been ſucceſsfully practiſed 
to ſever us; ſince which accurſed hour, 
peace has been a ſtranger to my bleeding 
boſom: that my love has been lefs, I wil} 
not pretend; for I feel, whilſt I have life, 
it can know no decreaſe, but it has 
been as pure as it was violent; nor 
could I, dearly as I prize your daughter, 
have been gratified by poſſeſſing her per- 
ſon; nay, even her heart, if her fame had 
been the forfeit. She, no doubt, has in- 
formed you of the ſituation in which ſhe 
was diſcovered, as alſo the motive which 
had led her to it: I ſhall, therefore, ſay 
nothing further: on this diſtrefling ſubject, 
than to give you the moſt ſolemn aſſu- 

rance, 
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rance, that ſhe is innocent; and that im- 
prudence, proceeding from a thoughtleſs 
diſpoſition, 1s the greateſt and only offence 
ſhe has committed; and that ſhe had, 


has ever marked her thoughtful determi- 
nations, reſolved never more to converſe 
with me. That what I have written is 
truth, I call heaven to witneſs, and invoke 
its mercy or chaſtiſement accordingly. I 
am now in a ſituation not to trifle with 
Omnipotence, as I probably ſtand on the 
brink of eternity : for, though I have 
nothing to fear from the death of your 
lamented ſon, yet I have much to appre- 
hend on account of Colonel Conway. 
Yes, fir, iny own heart tells me, if juſtice 
has its courſe, I Mall, ere long, finiſh niy 
ſhort but unfortunate career, by an igno- 
minious death, and thus expiate my offence 
to ſociety. 


In 


with that delicacy and propriety which 


f 
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In a very few days I ſhall appear before 
my earthly judge, whether to be con- 
demned or acquitted I am very doubtful, 
Should the laws of my country be less 
ſevere than my conſcience tells me I de- 
ſerve, and permit me to remain my al- 
lotted time, I ſhall receive their mercy 
with gratitude, and uſe it as the means of 
making my peace with my offended 
Maker ; ſhould it be otherwiſe, and I be 
hurried to meet my God, with all my 
crimes on my head, I feel I ſhall have : 
fearful account to anſwer, and that I ſhall 
want every ſupport I can receive on this 
ſide the grave. Need I ſay, che for- 
giveneſs of the man whoſe peace I have 
deſtroyed, is the firſt comfort this world 
can beſtow; and the knowledge I had 
obtained it, and that he had taken to his 
protection the innocent, but ruined Ma- 
tilda, would rob me of half my terrors at 


appearing in the next. Will the friend 
of 
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n of my infancy, the inſtructor of my youth, 
refuſe the laſt boon he will have power to 
beſtow ! Will he not contribute to re- 


ſs lieve the anxiety, the deſpair of his once 
k loved pupil ! of his unfortunate, but not 
|. in regard to him, guilty Leſley ! 

0 Oh, fir, did you know the anguiſh my 
d ſoul endures at the idea of your ſorrows ! 
Ye Did you know the horror with which I 


y behold the ill-fated hand which guided 
2 the accurſed ſteel to the boſom of your 
Al ſon, you would pity, and aſk of heaven to 
1 alleviate, my diſt reſs | 

r- 

ve The uncertainty I am at preſent in of 
Id the conſequences that will follow my im- 


priſonment, makes me anxious to conceal 
my unhappy ſituation from my father till 
my fate is determined. Your own heart 
will point out to you that my motive for 


wretchedneſs. Should the event of my 
trial 


this is to ſave him every fruitleſs hour of 
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trial be unfavourable, it will then be time 
enough to murder him with the news; for 
I feel I ſhall have a parent's death added 
to my crimes, as he cannot, he will not 
ſurvive the deſtruction of his hopes, by 
the loſs of a ſon on whom, unfortunately, 
he had ſet too high a value. But I will no 
longer intrude my g iefs on one who ts al. 
ready weighed down by calamities of his 
own ! Calamities which prey inceſſantly 
on my mind, and unfit me for the awful 
buſineſs which awaits me. 


Farewell, then, moſt honoured, moſt 
venerated of men! | ſhall make known 
to you the deciſion of my country as ſoon 
as I am acquainted with it; till then, l 
remain, with the deepeſt regret for, the 
miſery I have occaſioned, 


Your ſorrowing, 
Humble Servant, 


W1LLIAM LESsLIr. 


LETTER 


7. 


— 8 
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LETTER XXXII. 
f . 
THE HONOURABLE CHARLES MACKENZIZ 
TO WILLIAM LESLEY, ESQ. 


My dear William, 


Lam prevented returning to you as ſooh 
I promiſed ; I therefore think it beſt to 
acquaint you of the effect of my meeting 
with that monſter, the Counteſs of N—. 
Arm yourſelf, my loſt Leſley, with all 
your fortitude, to meet the vengeance of 
the law, for this devil abſolutely denies 
any remembrance of Colonel Conway's 
having even attempted to ſpeak after he 
had received the wound : what her mo- 
ive can be is beyond my comprehenſion, 
VOL, 11, D but 
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but I am convinced ſhe ſeeks your life, 
and that her evidence, if not diftated by 


malice, will at leaſt be warped by preju- 
dice. I muſt; confeſs (for it would be 
folly to miſlead you) that I think you 
have much to fear, and nothing to hope, 
but from- the mercy. of your ſovereign ; 
to make friends to intercede with him in 
your favour is now my purſuit, therefore 
do not expect me till you ſee me. Should 


I be ſucceſsful, the joy of my heart will 
give ſpeed to my ſteps; ſhould I be 


otherwite, oh William! how ſhall I ſpeak 
the dreadful ridings! But what need of 
words—the deſpair of my boſom will be 
viſible in my countenance : you-will there 
read your own evil defliny, and the de- 
ſtruction of your Mackenzic's peace, and 
ſave me the agony of utterance : till then, 
farewell my dear, my unhappy Leſley, 


Your's, as ever, 


CHarxLes MACKENZIE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


THE HONOURABLE CHARLES MACKENZIBE, 
TO THE EARL OF 5. 


— 
My honoured Lord and Father, 


Thou GHalmoſt fainting under fatigue 
of body and anxiety of mind, I take up 
my pen to fulfil your deſire by informing 
you of the ſtate in which I found our poor 
friend, and alſo of the ſituation of his 
nd affairs. This I have tie more leiſure to 
en, do with preciſion, as I am prevented re- 
turning to him, not having courage to ac- 
quaint him with the diſappointments I 
have met with in all my efforts to ſerve 
ik. n 
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On my arrival in town I haſtened to the 


place of his confinement; I found him, 
oh my God ! fir, fo altered, ſo dejected, 
ſo overwhelmed with ſorrow, that I could 


hardly trace the ſmalleſt reſemblance to 
the animated, the cheerful man we had fo 
often gazed on with wonder and admira- 
tion: yet, it was eaſy to perceive it was 


not his own fearful” ſituation that made 


any part of the weight which oppreſſed 
him. Though he acquits himſelf of every 
ſhadow of criminality on Mr. Howard's 
account, hi- death hangs heavy on him; 
and the dread of Lady Vernon's ſhame 
and ſufferings, have quite bereft him of 
all rhe fortitude with which he could have 
borne his own calamities. When I had, 
in ſome degree, calmed his ſorrow, I left 
him, and repaired to the Counteſs of 
N She was, at firſt, denied to me; 


but, on fecing the porter, he confeſſed ſhe 


was at home, and I prevailed on him to 


End up my name, to which her ladyſhip's 
being 


ſ: 
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being a ſtranger, I owe my admiſſion : 
ſhe was alone. After the uſual cere- 
monies, I commenced my buſineſs by 
telling her I ſhould apologize to any other 
perſon than her ladyſhip for my preſent 
intruſion, but as I was come to plead the 
cauſe of diſtreſſed innocence, I doubted 
not of finding her ready to excuſe, and 
eager to aſliſt me. I was not now to 
learn that the unhappy ever found a zeal- 
.cus advocate in the Counteſs of N , 
who had been always as conſpicuous for 
her benevolence and humanity as for the 
graces of her perſon, and the condeſcend- 
ing elegance of her manners. 


She replied in the ſame ſtile, aſſuring 
me ſhe ſhould, on this occaſion, be doubly 
rewarded in having it in her power to 
ſerve the unfortunate, as, added to that 
ſatisſaction, it had been the means of in- 
troducing to her acquaintance a gentle- 
man from whoſe appearance ſhe could 

D 3 not 
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not but form the higheſt aliens fo that 
the felt ſhe ſhould not only be obliged to 
me for the opportunity of doing ſervice 
to a fellow creature, but. grateful to that 
fellow creature for being the inſtrument 
of making her known to ſuch a petitioner. 


Thus encouraged, 1 proceeded to in- 
form her I was the friend of Mr. Leſley ; 
and, as ſuch, had come to explain ſome 
circumſtances to which ſhe was a ſtranger, 
and which would greatly leſſen, if not 


render him entirely guiltleſs. I then re- 


counted the whole affair, as I had receiv- 
ed it from poor William. When I had 
finiſhed, ſhe replied, with an air of affect- 
ed diftreſs, 


« J would to heaven, Mr. Mackenzie, 
the ſtory you have told me were as true 
as I am aſſured you believe it to be, and! 
was not the unhappy individual whoſe teſ- 
timony muſt decide on its falſhood ; that 


you 
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you have been deceived by the moſt art- 
ful of mem I do not wonder. I myſelf 
was once led to believe him every thing 
that was juſt or honourable; nor is it 
without the moſt mortifying regret, that I 
now know him to be the baſeſt and moſt 
villainous of mankind Not withſt ending 
which, ſuch is the weakneſs of my nature, 
would I had it in my power to be of uſe 
to him, but I have not; for when I am 
called before God and my country to 
relate what I know of this black and 
horrid affair, muſt I not reveal the truth ? 


and will not that condemn him ?—Ah, 
yes, fir ; my evidence, unhappy that I am, 


muſt bring condemnation on this guilty 


| wretch; a condemnation I would give 
all my hopes in this world to avert : bur, 


alas lit is my ſalvation in the next I muſt 
forfeic to ſave him. This is the only 
conſideration which could deter me from 
depoſing a falſhood ; for deep as he has 
pierced this heart by the murder of a be- 
D 4 | loved 
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loved kinſman; greatly as he has diſ- 
graced me by the ſeduction of a darling, 
but ungrateful (I muſt call her) relation, 
it revolts at the idea of taking his life as 
atonement! But, ſituated as I am, there 
is no alternative: no, fir; I am deſtitute 
of every thing but the will to ſerve you.” 


Here ſhe wept aloud, and called on 
God to forgive the man of blood, and 
extend his mercy to the abandoned Ma- 
tilda. Had I known nothing of this 
devil's character, I had been deceived by 
her well-counterfeited ſorrows; but, arm- 
ed as I was by an ill opinion of her prin- 
ciples, I was not to be impoſed on by her 
affected grief. I however did not betray 

my ſuſpicion until I had uſed every argu- 
ment and every entreaty I could deviſe: 

but finding ſne ſtill pleaded her conſci- 
ence, I at length applauded her motive, 
and added, her veneration for truth would 
| fave my poor friend, as I doubted, not but 
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the dying declaration of Colonel Conway, 
when given by ſo reſpectable a witneſs, 
would operate effectually top! eſerve his life. 
She ſeemed not to comprehend me; Ithere- 
fore explained myſelf more fully: when, 
with the utmoſt appearance of ſurpriſe, 
ſhe aſked me from whom I had received 
this intelligence? I replied, from one 
who ſcorned a falſhood, though to pre- 
ſerve his own life ; that ſhe could be no 
ſtranger who that was, as molt unhappily, 
there were none but himſelf and her lady- 
ſhip preſent with the dying man. She 
then, with much pretended regret, aſſured 
me Colonel Conway had never ſpoken 
after he received the wound, and that he 
expired inſtantly, 


Finding all my entreaties to change her 
infernal intentions were vain, and alarmed 


at my poor Leſley's ſituation, I deter- 
| mined to wait on Lord Vernon, and try 
to ſoſten him in his favour, I confels. 


mY my 
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my hopes of ſucceſs were very ſmall; but, 
in ſuch extremes, no ſhadow was to be 
neglected. I accordingly repaired to his 
houſe, and found him at home: we had 
formerly been known to each other, and 
he ſeemed glad to renew the acquaintance. 
I loſt no time in informing him of the 
purport of my viſit; after looking car- 
neſtly in my face for a minute, he aſked 
me if I was mad, or took him ſor a fool 
as one or the other muſt be the caſe, or l 
never would have made an attempt to 
prevail with him to ſolicit the life of a 
ſcoundrel, who had been detected in the 
moſt infamous intercourſe with his witc. 
Entreaty being my errand, to take excep- 
tions was not my buſineſs; on this ac- 
count 1 took no notice of his words, but 
proceeded to lay before him ſuch circum- 
ſtances as were in my friend's favcur, 
and as I concluded him to be ignorant of. 
But ] firſt aſſured him I was not mad, and 


that my petition to him ſufficiently ſhewed 
] did 
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A L did not think him a fool, as-from one of 
2 that deſcription I muſt have been more 
s than mad to ſuppoſe any ſucceſs could 
d be obtained, as experience had taught me 
d J was to expect nothing great from a 
. weak or little mind; that I was ſenſible 
ic the boon I craved, required, to comply 
r. with it, a generous, benevolent heart, a 
d mind ſuperior to revenge and prejudice, 
7 and a ſpirit capable of deſpiſing the opi- 

to 

1 I had finiſhed what I had to ſay in de- 

he fence of Lady Vernon and Leſley; and ob- 

e. ſerving that he appeared thoughtful, and 

p- imagining he was convinced of their inno- 

C- cence, or at leaſt began to entertain doubts 

ut concerning it, [ eagerly ſeized the oppor- 

n- tunity to entre at his humanity for my poor 

ur, Willam! To this end I urged every 

of. thing I could ſuggeſt that was likely to 
nd rouſe his feelings, ſo much ſo that my 

ed agaitation had filled my cyes with tears, 
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and rendered my voice tremulous and al- 
moſt inarticulate, when, on a ſudden, he 
threw himſelf back in his chair, and, 
yawning aſked, Which ſide I was for in 
the Operatical Diſpute ? Whether I was 
for free admiſſion, and the Lord Cham- 
berlain, or pay before you enter, and 
ee ? 


1 was ſtruck dumb z;1I aol not con- 
ceive that I had heard a-right, till after 
another yawn, he enquired if I did not 
-think one- of the figurantes at the opera 
a fine girl? I roſe haſtily from my ſeat, 
when he drawled out, What, will you 
go? this is but a ſhort viſit, Mr. Mac- 
kenzie ; particularly as it is the only one 
you have made me theſe four years. 
He then rang the bell; I ſtopped with 
intent to expreſs the indignation I felt, 
but rage had choaked- my utterance: a 
ſervant entering, he ſaid, & Shew the 


8 out, ſir, and let me have coffee | 
directly,” 


. 
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directly. I gave him a look of threaten- 
ing contempt, and withdrew ; but I ſhall 
find a time to chaſtiſe his inſolence. At 
preſent my thoughts are too much oe- 
eupied by my friend's calamitous ſituation 
to let ſo deſpicable a thing as this wretch- 
ed lord break in upon them ; but the 
time will come when either he or I ſhall 
have cauſe to regret this meeting. 


Dejected and unhappy, I was on the 
point of bending my ſteps towards New- 
gate, when the idea of making one effort 
more to ſerve its. forlorn inhabitant, by 
preſenting myſelf to Lord C, arreſt- 
ed my courſe. I eagerly adopted it, and 
was ſhortly at his door, where the porter 
informed me it was not poſſible I ſhould . 
ke his lordſhip, as no- perſon whatever 
could be admitted to him till after the 
funeral of Colonel Conway was over. 
Unwilling to loſe the hope my heart had 


entertained, I wrote on a card, © Mr. 
| Mackenzie, 


. th 
- 
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Mackenzie, fon to the Earl of D—, | 
_ earneſtly entreats Lord C-—— will in- 
dulge him with half an hour's audience on 
buſineſs of the utmoſt importance, and in 
a caſe where the ſhorteſt delay would be 
fatal to an individual. Mr. M. is ſen- 
Gble that a motive leſs urgent than his, 
could not plead at this time an adequate 
excuſe for ſuch an intruſion,” 


This was carried to him, and inſtantly 
an order was given to conduct me to him; 
this immediate compliance added to my 
hopes; till, paſſing an apartment, the door 
of which was at that it open, and 
at each fide of which ſtood a mute, I diſ- 
covered the coffin which contained the 
body of the man to whoſe brother I was 
going as a petitioner for the life of his 
"murderer! There was ſomething ſo un- 
natural, ſo almoſt inſulting in the attempt, 
that I would have retreated had I known 
"what pretence to have uſed, I had not 

| long 


in the light of 
a loſs for words 
He anſwered, © Then my conjecture is 
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long to conſider, for the ſervant opening 


a door, announced me, and his lordſhip 
came forward to receive me. 


My confuſion was exceſſively great, ſo 


Much ſo that I did not enter on the ſubject 


of my viſit, till Lord 0 — aſked how 


he was ſo happy as to have it in his power 
to ſerve any perſon, in whoſe welfare I 
was intereſted. I fairly confeſſed, the 
folema preparations which had met my 
eyes ſince J entered the houſe, had made 
my preſent undertaking appear ſo much 
eſumption, that I was at 
inform his lordſhip. 


tight ; you come from the unfortunate 


'Mr..Leſley !'' I aſſured him Mr. Leſley 
was a ſtranger to my coming, the motiye 


for which was certainly to implore his 
lordſhip's humanity in favour of that 


unhappy gentleman, who, without his 
Aar. muſt come to an untimely 


end. 
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end. He was affected—taking my hand 
with a look and voice — . his ſor- 
row, he ſaid, 


« You know not, Mr. Mackenzie, the 
pain it gives me to inform you that I am 
deſtitute of power to ſerve your poor 
friend, having already exerted all the 
intereſt I have to na purpoſe in his fayour: 
he, fir, dies the victim of prejudice—my 
father's unjuſt ſuſpicions bring him to his 
trial with a deſire of revenge, and the 
evidence of the Counteſ of N—— con- 
demns him! Indeed r. Mackenzie, | 
dare not flatter you; fi from what I can 
learn, that woman's teſtimony will leave 
your ruined friend no plea for mercy: 1 
am ſummoned to relate what I know of 
this horrid affair I would I were the 


only witneſs, or that I were his jury; 


in either caſe his acquittal ſhould follow: 
but do not, fir, think my anxiety is ſhewn 


merely in words; I have ſtrove in his be- 


half, 
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e by ae to the Earl, my 
1. ", father his incenſed proſecutor) my opt- 
nion, Thar, ſituated as Mr, Leſley was, he 
could not act otherwiſe than he did in 
| \reſard to my departed brother, and ex- 
praſiingimy hopes and wiſhes that, in con- 
fideration of the great provocation he had 
ceived, he would, in caſe of the pri- 
ſoner s condemnation, petition the royal 
Memency in his favour. The ſucceſs of 
my entreaties, for I added entreaties, will 
be beſt explained by the anſwer I receiv- 
td)" He then produced a letter from the 
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4 Ixvow not whether moſt to con 

gratulate you, fir, on your overflow . 

charity and chriſtian forgiveneſs, or * A 
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wife on the meek, docile huſband ſue has 
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at her diſpoſal. Had che world ever 
doubted of your ſubjection, or your lady's. 


authority, ig would now be amply con- 
vineed of both, as the novelty of a huſband 
at his wife's command, pleading in favour 
of the murderer of his only brother !—in 
favour of a'man whoſe intereſt with that 


wife is ſuppoſed to have ariſen from no 


very honourable connexion, will ſpeak too 
forcibly to be miſunderſtood. Had your 
brother, fir, been as regardleſs. of your 
honour, as you are of his life, you had 
eſcaped the infamy of heaping cenſure on 
his memory to preſerve a villain,” à mur- 
derer, and a ſeducer from the halter, who 
ſo eminently merits it, and which T invoke 


heaven he may ſhortly obtain. Her lady- 


ſhip has done well to proclaim the object 
of her ſorrow, as her grief might have 
been miſtaken, and her tears ſuppoſed t 
do for her lord's relation. At variance 


as this would have been with her paſt 
conduct 
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ronduct to every part of his family, it 
would not have diſgraced her: but ſhe is 
above hypocniſy, and God forbid that I 
ſhould attempt to rob her of her ſingle 
virtue—a virtue, which, to do her juſtice, 
ſhe-has, ſince ſhe conferred the title of 
huſband on you, moſt liberally diſplayed, 
ſcorning to diſguiſe the moſt cenſurable 
conduct. But ſhe is your wife, and, as 
long as ſhe confines herſelf to guiding 
only you, I hall not give myſelf much 
trouble ; but when her arrogance would 
lead her to dictate to me in my affairs, I 
ſhall think it my duty to remind her of 
her preſumption, and you of your weak- 


ness. I have nothing further to add, than 


that you may rely on my endeavour to ob- 
tain juſtice for the irreparable injury I 
have ſuſtained in the loſs of a darling ſon: 
blood calls for blood! my cries ſhall be 
loud, and, I truſt, effectual. Should I 


have the mortification to ſee the heir to 


my 
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my title and eſtate giving evidence againſt 
me, and excuſing the | ſlaughter of his 
brother, I ſhall have freſh cauſe to re- 
gret I had given birth to ſo n e a 
being. 

W—.“ 


When his lordſhip perceived I had 
finiſhed this inſulting and inhuman letter, 
he ſaid, Tell me, fir, if, after this, I 
can do any thing further? I replied, 
te for the world I would not aſk it, con- 
vinced as I was it muſt be injurious to 
_ himſelf, and uſeleſs to Leſley, 


I now took my leave of this amiable 
man, with a promiſe to viſit him while! 
ſtaid in town. Thus you fee the wretched 
ſucceſs which has attended all my efforts: 
I muſt now go to the priſon of my loſt 
friend with the hopeleſs tidings. I ſhall 
inform you of his fate as ſoon as it is 

decided; 
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decided; till when, I remain, with the 
utmoſt reſpect, my honoured lord and 
father, 
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LETTER XXXIV, 


THE COUNTESS OF N=— TO THE DEAN 


Wert I going to acquaint my valued 
brother with the death of his unfortunate 
Matilda, as well as that of his gallant ſon, 
I ſhould not feel the reluctance I now do; 


for I am ſenſible he would ſubmit with 


reſignation to the will of him, who giveth 
and taketh away when it ſeems beſt to his 
wiſdom. I ſhould then, inſtead of of- 
fering, apply to him for conſolation under 
the ſevere affliction with which my heart 
is oppreſſed : I would only tell him, his 
amiable, his virtuous children had re- 
moved from a world for which they were 


too good, to that heaven where he would 
join 
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join them. But in what words ſhall I 


convey to him the diſtreſſing tale of his 
daughter's: infamy! or in what language 
ſhall I tell him the ſupport of his name, 
the hope of his houſe, has fallen a victim 
to his ſenſe of the diſhonour ſhe had 
brought on his hitherto unſpotted family. 
Oh, no form of ſpeech is adequate to the 
dreadful taſk, and I would recall the dire- 
ful intelligence; but it will not be: is 
there then no medium left? muſt I break 
the heart of the friend I love !—May I 
not ſoften the errors of a guilty wretch ! 
Ah, no! even that comfort is denied me; 
for reaſon tells me it cannot avail, as 
truth, though covered with a ſeven-fold 
maſk, will force its way, and ſtrike, with 
double violence, the boſom which miſ- 
taken tenderneſs has filled with hope. 
Then courage, come to my heart, and 
drive hence this woman's weakneſs ; give 
me reſolution to relate the horrid ſtory; 
and oh, thou power ſupreme! give to 
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72 
my aged friend, and his deſerving daughter, 
that forutude the weight of woe will aſk! 
Support them heaven — Kt not the de- 
pravity of a creature they once loved, 
ſink them in unavailing ſorrows. 


Tes, my eſteemed brother, that Ma- 
tilda who was the idol of your fond affec- 
tion, and, alas! of mine too, is depraved 
beyond the hope of being reclaimed. 
My affliction is increaſed by the know- 
ledge that I have unhappily been inſtru- 
mental to her undoing, by raiſing her to 
a ſituation which not only gave her the 
power of indulging her vicious inclina- 
tions, but has rendered her fall more con- 
ſpicuous. The goodneſs of my intentions 
is my only comfort; I early ſaw a levity 
in her temper which alarmed me, and [ 
inſtantly. determined to place her under 
the protection of ſome worthy man, whoſe 
prudence would prevent her running into 
errors, and whoſe indulgence would make 
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ner happy. For this purpoſe I caſt my 
eyes round my acquaintance ; Lord Ver- 
non was the fitteſt man on earth, but he 
was almoſt beyond my hopes: yet, I ſaw 
the beauty of Matilda had attracted him, 
and I loſt no opportunity of placing her 
in ſuch ſituations as were likely to increaſe 
his good opinion; nor did I heſitate to 
embrace his firſt propoſal of making her 
his wife. I inſtantly informed her of 
what had paſſed between Lord Vernon 
and me, and of my intentions, if ſhe ap- 
proved of his lordſhip, to have her united 
to him without loſs of time; giving, as 
my reaſon for this haſte, the fear of Lord 
Vemon's friends preventing a match fo 
very inferior, in point of fortune , to what 
he might command: but my real motive 
for uſing ſuch expedition was the dread 


that this young nobleman might be diſ- 


guſted by that levity which ſhe could not 
aways conceal. She ſeemed delighted 
VOL, 11. EL with 
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with her good fortune, and the marriage 
-was accordingly celebrated. 


Now, my dear friend, you are acquainted 
with the cauſe of that haſte which ſo 


much, and fo juſtly diſpleaſed you: 2 


cauſe I had hopes you would have ever 
remained a ſtranger to, but which known, 
will, I truſt, acquit me of neglecting you, 
from any but a laudable intention. As 
ſoon as I had ſeen the ceremony perform- 
ed, I left them at his lordſhip's feat, nor 
ſaw them again till their return to town, 
ſome months after, when J with forrow 
perceived Lord Vernon was far from 
happy; and my pain was augmented by 
ſeeing he had too much cauſe for his un- 
eaſineſs. I took the opportunity which 4 
diſcovery of her ladyſhip's having meet- 
ings with Mr. Leſley, at a jeweller's, a- 
forded me, of remonſtrating with ber 


on her1 W . She took my 
well 
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well-meant rebuke as an inſult, and made 
it a pretence of withdrawing herſelf from 
my protection, and almoſt acquaintance ; 
nor was this all; for ſhe immediately 
attached herſelf to a lady of the name of 
Paulet, a connexion I had earneſtly wiſhed 
her to avoid: my reaſon for this wiſh I 
will not trouble you with, though reaſons 
I certainly had. The lady's huſband is 
abroad, and, in ſhort, I diſapproved it: 
perhaps my ideas are over delicate, 


In this manner things went on, till laſt 
evening, when Lord Vernon called on 
me and informed me Matilda was not 
well enough to go to the maſquerade ; 
but, at a late hour, I was ſurpriſed by a 
viſit from Colonel Conway, a gentleman 
whoſe great worth had gained him a paſſ- 
port to my houſe at times when moſt of 
my acquaintances would have been re- 
fuſed admittance. He appeared much 
confuſed, and ſaid the urgency of his bu- 
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ſineſs muſt plead his excuſe for ſuch an 
unſeaſonable intruſion, He then pro- 
ceeded to relate, that ſome circumſtances 
having diſcovered to him that an im- 


proper intimacy ſubſiſted between his 
ſiſter-in-law, Lady C-—, and a young 


man of the name of Leſley ; and having 
ſeen a female who he took, from her voice 
and converſation, to be her ladyſhip, ac- 


company him home from the maſquerade 


to his lodgings, he had infiſted on his 
brother's repairing thither with him, that 


he might, by detecting her infidelity, be 


enabled to do himſelf juſtice, That, on 
Mr. Leſley's denying he had any lady 
under his roof, he, Colonel Conway, had 
broke into his bed-room, where, finding a 
woman maſked, he had dragged her forth, 
and compelled her to diſcover her face, 
not doubting to find his ſiſter ; but, to 
his infinite aſtoniſhment it proved to be 
Lady Vernon! Oh, my dear fir, you 
Auſt figure to yourſelf the horror thi 
| | ſhocking 
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Mocking intelligence filled me with, for it 
is impoſſible T ſhould deſcribe it. I was 
ſtruck dumb 


Colonel Conway was expreſſing his 
ſorrow at being the unfortunate cauſe of 
this diſcovery, when a ſervant entered 
and informed him, a gentleman who 


would not be refuſed, inſiſted on ſeeing - 


him inſtantly.” He immediately left me ; 
I was too much engaged with the horrid 
tidings I had juſt heard to pay any atten- 
tion to what paſſed, til} I was alarmed by 
the ſervant's telling me the gentleman 
had a drawn ſword in his hand, and ſeem- 
ed to have miſchief in his countenance, 


I now went to the door of the room 
where Colonel Conway was, and ſtopping 
there, plainly heard him expreſs his con- 
cern for what had happened, while his 
companion, who I knew to be the villa- 
nous ſeducer of your daughter, loaded him 
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with every ſcurrilous and opprobrious 
epithet that language could furniſh, Won- 


derful was the patience and gentleneſs of 


the inſulted Colonel! it could be equalled 
by nothing but the reſpect with which he 
ſpoke of Lady Vernon, and the proteſta- 
tions of his for ever preſerving her ſecret, 
but from thoſe whoſe intereſt in it was 
nearly as great as her own, and who it was 
neceſſary to communicate it to; ſo that 
proper ſteps might be taken. All he ſaid 
ſeemed only to irereaſc the fury of his 
boiſterous adverſary, who, taking the ad- 
vantage of his unguarded ſituation, made 
a violent thruſt at him with his ſword, 
I now ran into the room, but, alas! I was 


too late; for the poor Colonel had fallen 


to the ground with the weapon through 
his body: I raiſed him up and called to 
the murderer to help me to place him on 
a fofa, but he had made uſe of the oppor- 
tunity, and eſcaped. I rang the bell for 


help,. which brought my people about 
| me, 
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me, but in vain: the help of man could 
not avail, as life had for ever forfaken che 
body. I was diſtracted, and knew not 


what to do: I retired to my cloſer to 
ſtudy if any means remained of preſerv- 
ing the fame of my undeſcrving relation. 
I had not been long there when Lord 
Vernon entered; the rage and anguiſh 
depicted in his countenance, left me no 
room to doubt the cauſe of his viſit: it 
is hardly neceſſary to ſay our meeting was 
a melancholy one, He added to the 1n- 
formation I had already received, that his 
ungrateful wife had put herſelf under the 
protection of Mrs. Paulct, to whoſe houſe 
ſhe had ſent for him, and there informed 
him of not only her own infamy, but alſo 
of her being the perſon with whom his 


lordſhip had converſed at the maſque- 


rade, and not Lady C——, as ſhe had 
given him reaſon to ſuppoſe. I aſked 
Lord Vernon what the converſation had 
been; but he ſaid it could not be repeated 
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to the ears of chaſtity: that it was ſuffi. 


cient to fay it was of a nature that had 


given him the moſt contemptible opinion 
of the morals and character of the in- 


After ſome time ſpent in fruitleſs ſor- 
row, we confulted on what fteps ought to 
be taken reſpecting the corpſe, and the 
aſſaſſin, when we determined to inform 
of the untimely fate of his 
brother, and likewiie to ſend the officers 
of juſtice in purſuit ot the villain. To 


the laſt command I received for anſwer, 


that he was already ſecured, and conduct- 
ed to priſon for the murder of a gen- 


-tleman at his own lodgings. Unable to 


conjecture who the ſecond object of this 
iron-hearted wretch's fury could be, [ 
enquired; when oh, my revered friend! 
my before bleeding boſom was ſtabbed 
by the intelligence that it was your ſon ! 


| wg the anguiſh of the moment J made 


a vow, 
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4 vow, and called heaven to witneſs it, 
that I would uſe my utmoſt power to Tee 
juſtice executed on the deſtroyer of my 
valued relative: now that reaſon has re- 
ſumed her ſeat, I repent my raſhneſs, but 
it is too late: I am bound, and muſt fulfil 
my obligation. Ah, forgive me, my dear 
fir! and pity the weakneſs of a heart 
that ſhudders at the thought of depriving 
a human creature of life, which I fear my 
evidence mult, even though that creature 
is the worſt of beings—the moſt unprin- 
cipled of men. Yes, thcugh he is the 
ſeducer of our ruined Matilda, and the 
murderer of our beloved Howard, ſtill 
this fooliſh boſom trembles at the idea of 
aſſiſting juſtice to puniſh his. offences, 


But my vow: yet, why do I mention 
it —ghad it not been made, my country's 
laws would have compelled me to depoſe 
the truth, or call God to witneſs to falſ- 
hood. Then be at peace, my heart, nor 
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upbraid me with a raſhneſs which agony 
dictated, and which will neither add to, 
or take from the guilt of the unhappy 
culprit, who I muſt leave to the fate 
which awaits him, while I conſult with 
my diſtreſſed friend on what is to be 
done with the ill-fated Matilda, It is 
Lord Vernon's wiſh that ſhe ſhould im- 
mediately quit England, and ſettle in 
France, where this noble-minded man will 
ſupport her according to the rank ſhe has 
diſgraced, but never ſee her more. [ 
have joined in his deſire as far as ſending 
her abroad for a time, becauſe I know it 
is the only way to ſecure her future hap- 
pineſs; for I am very ſure her ſtay in 
France will reſt with herſelf, as a few 
years good conduct will open the heart 
and arms of her ſtill fond huſband. 


I doubt not you will join with me in 
embracing this moſt prudent meaſure: in- 
deed, in the certainty you will, I ſhall not 


wait 


SIGISMAR, *" $3 
wait your anſwer, but acquaint her, it is 


; your deſire that ſhe inſtantly follows the 
F commands of the injured Lord Vernon in 
e By | 
quitting England, I am too much fatigued 
g to add more than that I am, with love to 
: my ſweet Emma, 
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Your ſympathizing Friend and Siſter, 
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LETTER XXXV. 


THE DEAN OF — TO WILLIAM LESLEY, 
Facts 


Tnouon the deſtroyer of my ill- 
fated children cannot expect conſolation 
from the wretched poor old man whoſe 
days he has ſhortened, and who he has 
ſent to the grave loaded with ſorrow and 
- diſgrace; yet, he will not be diſpleaſed 
to know, that great as his own calamities 
are, he had dropped a tear of anguiſh to 
the memory of the fallen youth, whoſe 
virtues and abilities he had ſo often con- 
. templated with wonder and delight; and 
that that tear was embittered by the re- 
collection of the pride he had felt, in 
having aſſiſted to implant thoſe virtues, 
and expand abilities of which, old as he 


was, 
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was, he fondly hoped to ſee the glorious 
fruits. What has been the reward of his 
almoſt parental anxieties? What has been 
the ſucceſs of his hopes? A murdered fon, 
and a ruined daughter, repay the firſt ; 
z life marked with crimes, and ended 
with ſhame, is the completion of the 
latter. 


Oh, thou unfortunate! whither haſt 
thou wandered ſince our ſeparation !— 
Into what dark labyrinth have thy erring 
ſteps been let! Some foe to goodneſs 
has corrupted thy once noble heart, and 
driven thee to deeds which have undone 
thee; they have undone me too, Oh, 
tell me, Why was I marked out to be the 
object of deſtruction! Was there none 


other whoſe ruin would have ſatisfied you, 


than the man whoſe pupil you had been? 
he man, many of whoſe hours had 
been dedicated to guard you againſt vice, 


and the crimes of which you have. made 
him 
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him the victim! — Was there none other 
than the man who loved you? the man 
who, when he petitioned Almighty God 
to bleſs the children of his heart, ranked 
you in the number? Yes, poor ruined 
youth! the apartment from which I now 
addreſs you, has often been witneſs to my 
earneſt ſupplications for your earthly and 
eternal happineſs, as well as the leſſons of 
morality and inſtruction alike conveyed to 
you and my beloved George ; nor was the 
wretched Matilda forgot; ſhe too par- 
took of the intended bleſſings. How has 
my ſoul rejoiced at the avidity with which 
each appeared to liſten to and receive the 
only portion their father and their friend 
could give them! How have I looked 
down on the pleaſures wealth and grandeur 
could beſtow, while I felt the gladneſs of 
my heart ſurpaſſed them all! With what 


pride have I caſt my eyes round this 


humble repoſitory of learning, when con- 


taining the creatures whoſe happineſs 1 
Voinly 
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rainly thought I was ſecuring, and aſked 
my ſoul if the whole world contained fo 
bleſſed a being as myſelf! Smiles ſat on 
my brow, peace and tranquillity dwelt in 
my boſom, while I performed the taſk of 
inſtruction, or joined in the mirthful ſallies 
of my youthful and innocent auditors. 


Now mark the change! an awful ſilence 
reigns, except it is interrupted by the 
fighs of a wretched father, or the lamenta- 
tions and entreaties of a broken-hearted 
filter. In a corner of the room lies the 
body of one of its late cheerful inha- 
bitants, mute as the carth to which it will 
ſhortly be conſignetl : near it is placed 


the agonized parent whoſe breaſt was ſo 


late the ſcat of hope and anticipated de- 
light. Sorrow and ſhame have now uſurp- 
ed their place; and though he is old, very 
old, they have done more in a few days 
towards making his grave, than all the 
years he had numbered. He is em- 
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88 SIGISMAR. 
ployed in the painful taſk of writing to 
the murderer of his only ſon, on whoſe 
blood-ſtained corpſe, the tear-dimmed 
eye too frequently turns; and while it ſur- 
veys the poor pale object of thy fury, the 
recollection that he died by thy hand, 
makes every drop of blood in this ex- 
hauſted frame hide itſelf in my heart, till 
memory, ever faithful to the wretched, re- 
minds me of my daughter's infamy, and 
again recalls it to my bluſhing check: 
yet, you ſay ſhe is innocent. Oh, thou 
murderer of Howard's hope! prove but 
that her ſoul is free from guilt, and J will 
blefs thee with my lateſt breath; and I 
will weary heaven to forget that thy hand 
ts ſtained with blood but it will not, it 
cannot be! Each circumſtance confirms 
her fall, and ſhe is loſt to me and heaven! 
Poor ruined wretch ! might all the anguiſh 
of thy miſerable parent but obtain thy 
pardon at the great tribunal, with how 
much readineſs would he facrifice the 
remnant 
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remnant of his days! Oh! might theſe 
flowing tears, which ſcorch my aged 
cheeks but waſh out thy ſtain, and bring 


- thee to that heaven where I ſhould meet 


you, then would the diſgrace I fuffer here, 
and all my woes, be recompenſed. And 
muſt I not behold my cherub !—muſt we 
be eternally ſeparated! Great God, for- 
bid it, and look down with mercy on thy 
faithful ſervant—pour into his bleeding 


boſom the bleſſed comfort, to know that 


ſhe repents, and that ſhe lifts her ſuppli- 
cating heart to thee for pardon and falva- 
tion! Then would I take her to theſe 
feeble arms, and preſs her to my breaſt. 
Yes, I would cheriſh and ſupport her 
againſt an hoſt of foes : the malice of this 
would ſhould paſs unheeded, while we 


prepared us to enjoy a better. 


But why do I vent my complaints to 
one whoſe heart is either too much har- 
dened * guilt to feel them, or too much 
oppreſſed 
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oppreſſed by penitence to bear their addi- 
tions; may it be the latter: for though [ 
would not add to the weight of woe you 
muſt in that caſe feel, yet I ſhould rejoice 
to know that your boſom was the ſeat of 
contrition. Yes, thou ill-faced youth! it 
would give joy to my ſoul to be aſſured 
you were prepared to meet the awful trial 
that awaits you, and the too probable con- 
ſequences of it, with humble reſignation, 
ariſing from the hope that your unfeigned 
penitence had ſealed your pardon with 
him who is ever ready to receive the 
penitent. That this may be the ſtate of 
your mind, is the anxious wiſh, and fervent 
prayer, of the man who has been uſed to 
ſubſcribe himſelf, with the affection of a 


father, 


Your parental Friend, 


MELvitc HOWARD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


LORD VERNON TO SIR HENRY DORSET. 


Your hair-dreſſer; no, it will be too 
ſtale for him; your milk-woman, and 
every old woman in the pariſh will have 
told you the ſtory of Lady Vernon having 
heen found, at two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, locked up in the beF-room of her 
country gallant, the ſavoured Mr. Leſley; 
to which convenient place ſhe had accom- 
panied him from the maſquerade, and that 
her furious ſpark has murdered the Hon, 
Colonel Conway for having made the 
diſcovery, by miſtaking her charming 
ladyſhip, for his ſiſter-in-law ; and that, 
not content with one martyr to the fame 
of his fair one, he plunged his ſword into 
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the heart of her brother, for preſuming 
to think ſhe had ated unbecoming her 
ſituation. All this you heard, and moſt 
probably twenty times as much; I there. 
fore do not write to inform you of it, 
but only to confirm report, by telling you 
thus far is true: yes, Harry, the affair is 


ſettled, and I am publicly known to be, 


what I ſome time ſuſpected, a horned 


monſter! Damnation !—But I will be 
calm; for, all things conſidered, I have 


ſome points in my favour ; as, in the firſt 
place, my friend—that is, my lady's friend, 
is taken off my hands without my having 
the trouble of calling him to account, 
either by giving him an opportunity of 
ſhooting, me through the head by way of 
fatisfa&tion for the injury he has done me, 
or. by putting it in the power of a ſet of 
impudent lawyers, proving he has done 
me no injury at all, and influencing twelve 
ignorant jury men to bring in a verdict of 


one ſhilling damages; and faith, for aught 


I know, 
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1know, the full value of her ladyſhip's 


virtue. But all theſe unpleaſant circum- 
ſtances the Lothario has prevented, by his 
Quixotiſh defence of his Caliita; for no- 
thing can ſave him from making his exit 
on a ſcaffold, as the ſame twelve beef- 
eating Britons who would moſt probably 
have acquitted. the adulterer, will moſt 
ſurely condemn the murderer; for they, 


like, though not one of them has a con- 
ception of that of a lord's honour, At 


amy rate, let it have ended as it would, I 


am better pleaſed as it now ſtands, for I 
deteſt trouble ; I ſhall therefore leave her 
ladyſhip to her own devices, while I uſe 


the ſame privilege ; to which end I will 
* ſet out ſhortly for a foreign country, for, 


upon my ſoul, Harry, with all my non- 
chalance, I cannot ſtand my preſent curſed 


lituation: the very ballad fingers are al- 
ready engaged in telling how a noble lady 
was ſurpriſed in the arms of her lover, by 
| her 


every one, know the value of a man's 


By * * * 
_ — — 0 x 


| 
A 


=... 


MT as — 
r 


0 by 
"> DI of... 


1 


a " 
— =; 


N 9 — [ '» * 8 ” ** 
nh < el He co - wy et a4 Wo erat PR" Iz.” 
n 8 e _— 4 — 1 —2— ꝗ — 


* 
9 IS 
LIED 


8 


92 STGTSMAR. 


the heart of her brother, for preſuming 
to think ſhe had acted unbecoming her 
ſituation. All this you heard, and moſt 
probably twenty times as much; I there. 


fore do not write to inform you of it, 


but only to confirm report, by telling you 
thus far is true: yes, Harry, the affair is 
ſettled, and I am publicly known to be, 
what I ſome time ſuſpected, a horned 
monſter! Damnation !—But I will be 
calm; for, all things conſidered, I have 
ſome points in my favour ; as, in the firſt 
place, my friend—that is, my lady's friend, 
is taken off my hands without my having 
the trouble of calling him to account, 
either by giving him an opportunity of 
ſhooting, me through the head by way of 
ſatisfaction for the injury he has done me, 
or by putting it in the power of a ſet of 
impudent lawyers, proving he has done 
me no injury at all, and influencing twelve 
ignorant jury men to bring in a verdict of 
one — damages; and faith, for aught 

I know, 
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[I know, the full value of her ladyſhip's 


virtue. But all theſe unpleaſant circum- 
ſtances the Lothario has prevented, by his 
Quixotiſh defence of his Caliſta; for no- 
thing can ſave him from making his exit 
on a ſcaffold, as the ſame twelve beef- 
eating Britons who would moſt probably 
have acquitted the adulterer, will moſt 
ſurely condemn the murderer ; for they, 
every one, know the value of a man's 
like, though not one of them has a con- 
ception of that of a lord's honour, At 
any rate, let it have ended as it would, I 
am better pleaſed as it now ſtands, for I 
deteſt trouble ; I ſhall therefore leave her 
ladyſhip to her own devices, while I uſe 
the ſame privilege ; to which end I will 


* ſet out ſhortly for a foreign country, for, 


upon my ſoul, Harry, with all my non- 
chalance, I cannot ſtand my preſent curſed 
ſituation: the very ballad ſingers are al- 
ready engaged in telling how a noble lady 
was ſurpriſed in the arms of her lover, by 

25 her 
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her huſband, who inſtantly put him to 


death, and then inhumanly murdered two 
innocent gentlemen that had reſcued from 
his vengeance the guilty female, 

= 


Tired of myſelf, I this morning walked 


out and was overtaken by a ſhower of 


rain: I diſpatched, a porter to order my 
carriage might be ſent to a coffee houſe 
near which I then was, and into which ! 
went to wait its coming: it was not 2 
houſe I had uſed, therefore J was nc: 
known. I ſeated myſelf in the coffee 
room among ſeveral ſtrangers, one of 
whom was relating the particulars of Lady 
Vernon's miſhap, or rather mine ; for he 
aſſerted I had fallen in a duel with my 
rival! to which another made anſwer, 
« I beg your pardon, fir; but you are en- 
tirely miſtaken in the affair. In the firſt 
place, Lord Vernon would as ſoon fly in 
the air, as fight à duel with any man; for 


a greater poltroon than him does not 
exiſt, 
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-exiſt. No, fir, it is the lover who has 


fallen; he was run through the body by 
this noble lord, while he was reſtrained 


from defending himſelf, by ſeveral of the 


peer's ſervants having held him ; but his 
lordſhip is now in Newgate, and will 
ſhortly undergo a trial, when, if I am one 
of his jurors, damn me if I don't hang 
him!” A third, who had been till now 
ſilent, thus addreſſed the laſt ſpeaker: 


« Pray fir do you know Lord Ver- 
non?” —“ No, I have never ſeen him, and 
I hope I never ſhall till it be at Tyburn, 
was the kind reply. © Why then, fir,” 
purſued the third ſpeaker, © you will. 
probably never ſee him; for he is, ere, 
this, ſafe in France, as I ſhook hands with 
him at Dover laſt night after the packet 
was under way with as fair a wind as 
ever blew. Do not ſuppoſe from this that 
I approve of his lordſhip's conduct: no, 


I think it was daſtardly and unmanly, and 


that 
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that hanging would be too good for him; 
but intimate as I have been with him and 
his family, I could not abandon him in the 
hour of diſtreſs, for the officers of juſtice 
were in cloſe purſuit.” 


The converſation now turned on the 
probability of my being taken, and they 
were in the midſt of a grand debate, 
whether or no I ſhould be hanged with a 
filken cord, when a waiter entered de- 
firing to know if one of the company 
was 'Lord Vernon, as his carriage waited? 
I anſwered the queſtion by ordering the 
carriage to draw: up to the door; then 

. riſing, bowed profoundly to the aſtoniſhed 
crew, particularly my intimate friend who 
had ſhaken hands with me at Dover; as | 
: thought the humanity that could not aban- 
don me in the hour of diſtreſs, deſerved 
peculiar notice, and then left them to 
comment on what had happened, 


Soon 
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Soon after my arrival at home, I was 
informed our old ſchool-fellow, Charles 
Mackenzie wiſhed to ſpeak with me: I 
was rather ſurpriſed at this, as you know 
he renounced our ſociety ſome years back, 
on account, as he impertinently ſtiled it, of 
the immoral life we led; nor have I been 
ever honoured by the ſmalleſt notice from 
him ſince. I know not how it was, but 
at this moment I felt glad to ſee him, and 
my reception was a cordial one : I really 
thought his viſit was intended as a mark 
of friendſhip at a time he imagined I 
might be uneaſy ; but he kept me not 
long in ſuſpenſe; for he was ſcarcely ſeated 
when he' gave me to underſtand nothing 
on earth could have induced him to enter 
my doors, except the buſineſs which had 
now drawn him there; for this was the 
true meaning of his ſpeech, though de- 
lyered in ſomewhat ſmoother words. 
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Now what do you ſuppoſe this buſineſs 
was? Nothing more than the modeſt re- 
queſt that I would uſe all my intereſt, and 
would myſelf petition his Majeſty to pardon 
the ſcoundrel Leſley, who, it ſeems, is his 
particular friend. You may gueſs how! 
treated ſo impudent a ſolicitor my con- 
tempt nettled him, and brought his moſt 
extraordinary intruſion to an abrupt depar. 
ture. With his viſit I ſhall end this 
epiſtle, but I muſt firſt acquaint you who 
the perſon was that undertook the pleaſant 
office of informing me of my diſhonour. 
What do you think of its being her divine 
ladyſhip in perſon? Ves; ſhe choſe to 
be the meſſenger of her own infamy ; and 
faith, a looker-on would have ſuppoſcd [ 
was the guilty, ſhe the injured party, 
with ſuch an air did ſhe carry it: but ſhe 
may henceforth carry. herſelf and her airs 
wherever ſhe or her aunt, the Counteſs of 


N pleaſes ; for to her management | 
have 


my Fan ! — JAM — 


avec 


SIGTSMAR., 99 


have given her. This lady, of whom 
you know fame formerly buzzed ſtrange 
things, is now become the moſt tenaci- 
ouſly delicate, ſcrupulouſly nice, and 
rigidly virtuous, of all dowagers. 


Oh, time! what wonders doſt thou per- 
form !— Who can tell but my mate (when 
age ſets her free from temptation, and ſhe 
has no longer the power to ſin) may be- 
come a faint, and, at ſome future period 
be canonized. I wiſh to my ſoul the 
change would take place, and ſpeedily ; 
for then the world would forget I was the 
huſband of ſuch a virtuous creature, and 
PII be curſed if ever they do as long as 
ſhe continues a vicious one. I have this 
to comfort me, I am not the firſt great 
man who has been rendered conſpicuous, 
more by his wife's vices, than his own 
virtues, 


F 2 Adieu, 
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Adieu, Harry; I ſhall not quit En- 
gland till the fellow Leſley has made his 
public exit, as I promiſe myſelf ſome 
gratification in witneſſing it. Once more, 
adieu. 


VERNOV. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


THE HONOURABLE CHARLES MACKENZIE 


TO THE EARL OF D 


The trial is over! and, as I feared, 
the condemnation of my friend is the 
reſult ! Yes, ſir; the elegant, the learned, 
the accompliſhed Leſley is, a few days 
hence, to end a life unſtained by one diſ- 
honourable act, and marked by virtues far 
beyond his years, in the moſt ignominious 
manner! May that God who has ſuffered 
bim to fall without offending, endue him 
with fortitude to meet his fate with the 
ſame dignity and reſignation he heard it 
pronounced! Oh, my father! had you 
beheld him in this trying moment, you 
would have looked up to him like me, as 

1 3 one 
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one whom adverſity had ſingled out to 
make her appear lovely: but I will give 
you the particulars as fully as the pertur. 
bation of my heart, diſtreſſed as it is, 
will allow me to recollect. 


On cloſing my laſt letter to you, I went 
to his priſon; he ſaw by my countenance 
diſappointment had attended my endea- 
vours. He begged to be informed of 
the extent of my hopes and my fears, a 
concealing the one, or augmenting the 
other, would be equally futile, and render 
him leſs able' to meet whatever of cvil 
might await him. I accordingly made 
him acquaiated with all my too well 
grounded fears; my hopes, alas! were 
none. He was much agitated for a mo- 
ment, but ſoon recovering himſelf, be 
became calm and tranquil; and, on my 
taking leave of him for the night, be 


urged me to be comforted. 


Oa 
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On the morning of his trial, I attended 
him early, and found him up and ready; 
his dreſs was cle gant, but plain; his coun- 
tenance ſolemn, but not ſorrowful. On 
his appearance at the bar, every perſon 
preſent (of which there were a great 
number, the court being crowded) ſcem- 
ed truck with the extreme beauty of his 
figure, The firſt indictment was for the 
murder of Mr. Howard; when the wit- 
neſſes, of which there were ſeveral, gave 
ſuch proofs of his wonderful forbearance 
before, and exquiſite ſorrow after, the 
fatal event, that the jury, without retiring, 
acquitted him. The joy pourtrayed in 
every face, teſti ficd the ſatisfaction of the 
court. 


He was now arraigned for the murder 
of Colonel Conway, when that fiend of 
darkneſs, the Counteſs of N appeared, 


and gave ſuch teſtimony againſt the pri- 
loner, as made it impoſſible for even the 
F 4 mercy 
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mercy of the Sovereign to be extended to 
him, and ſuch as will ſink her to ever- 
laſting perdition ; for, that ſhe exagge- 
rated every circumſtance which was againſt 
him, and totally concealed every one that 
was in his favour, I am perfectly convinced 
of. On Leſley's truth, in any caſe, I 
would ſtake my life; in this his deceiving 
me could anſwer no end; yet, had I been 
leſs acquainted with his incorruptible ve- 
racity, the ſteady unequivocal evidence 
this devil gave, would have made me 
doubt. Not one moment was ſbe off her 
guard, nor once did ſhe heſitate, or if 
ſhe did, it appeared from reluctance to 
injure the culprit, though his counſc} 
examined and croſs examined, with an 
exactneſs which would have confounded 
any witneſs ſave herſelf, had they even 
been depoſing the honeſt truth, though 
the judge, whoſe wiſhes to ſave him vere 
evident, entreated her to take time and 
reflect, as ſhe might poſſibly recollect the 

forgive- 
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forgiveneſs and acquittal which the pri- 
ſoner proteſted had been pronounced by 
the dying man. She ſtill adhered to her 
firſt declaration, that he expired without 
uttering a ſyllable. 


Lord C now appeared in court, 
and was called on to relate what he knew 
of the unhappy affair. The Earl, his 
father, was likewiſe preſent, which did not 
prevent (though I am convinced that was 
his intention) his amiable ſon from doing 
juſtice to the unfortunate murderer of his 
brother ; for after relating what he had 
been witneſs to of the affair, he added, 


the ſituation he was at that moment in 


was truly diſtreſſing, as what he had fur- 
ther to ſay, he was well aſſured, would de- 
prive him perhaps for ever of the affection 
and eſteem of thoſe whoſe affection and 
eſteem were neceſſary to his happineſs, 
Yet, miſcrable as he ſhould feel himſelf 
under their diſpleaſure, he felt he ſhould 
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ſtill de more ſo, if he refrained from per- 
forming an act of juſtice, by declaring, ſitu- 
ated as the priſoner was, diſtracted by paſ- 
ſion, and agitated by diſtreſs ariſing from the 
nobleſt feelings of the heart, that of ſce- 
ing the peace and fame of her he loved 
utterly deſtroyed, he could not act other- 
wiſe than he did: and that he muſt further 
ſay, from the knowledge he had of his 
deceaſed brother's temper, he was certain 
Mr. Leſley was much more likely to meet 
with additional inſult from him, than the 
humble apology which was certainly his 
due: yet, while he ſaid this, he begged not 
to be miſconceived, as he meant not to 
inſinuate that his brother would refuſe to 
atone for the injury he had been the occa- 
fion of, for if allowed time to reflect, there 


lived not the man who would be more 


penitent for his fault, or more eager to 
redreſs it. From this knowledge he was 
led to believe moſt firmly, that what Mr. 


Leſley averred he had ſpoken in his laſt 
moments 
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moments was literally true, notwithſtand- 
ing the witneſs, in her alarm, had forgor 
it. He was certain the honour and huma- 
nity of Colonel Conway were too great to 
ſuffer im to leave the world without 
performing this act of juſtice, if he poſ- 
ſeſſed the power of utterance, He then 
apologized for detaining the court, but 
begged its attention whilſt he declared, 
that in his intimacy with Mr. Leſley, he 
had never obſerved in him the ſmalleſt 
tendency to quarrel or raſhneſs : on the 
contrary, he had remarked him to be 
averſe to diſputation, patient of contra- 
diction, and ever ready to yield, though on 
the point of conqueſt: humble to his in- 
feriors—condeſcending to his equals— 
polite and attentive to his ſuperiors. In 
ſhort, he was a man he was proud to call 
his friend, as he conceived himſelf honour- 
ed by the title, viewing him as a being 
which nature had rendered as perfect as 


was conſiſtent with her plan. He then 
| F 6 | added, 
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added, he had now paid the tribute juſtice 


demanded, and he ſelt himſelf happy in 


having done ſo, not only from the idea he 


had done what was his duty, but from 
the certainty of having done what would 
be grateful to the ſpirit of his departed 
brother; a brother he had ever loved 
with the fondeſt affection, and whoſe lot; 
at this moment rent his heart with anguilh. 
He retired, amidſt the applauſes of all 
preſent, 


The priſoner was then called on to 
make his defence, when he declared he 
had none to make, as he muſt plcad 
guilty to the murder of Colonel Conway, 
unleſs paſſion and diſtraction, infirmitics 
to which human nature were ſubject, and 
which had been increaſed to madneſs by 
the cool and unfeeling inſult of his anta- 
goniſt, could be admitted as excuſe ; no- 


thing elſe he had to ſay could palliate his 


erime, the dying acquittal of his adver- 
ſary 
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ſary being from ſome myſterious cauſe 
with-held by one, whoſe unaccountable 
hatred (not content with having made his 
life unhappy) purſued him to the grave. 
He acknowledged he had followed Colonel 
Conway with the determination of either 
depriving him of life, or falling by his 
hand. But, notwithſtanding the murder- 
ous intention aſcribed to him by the un- 
candid witneſs, he meant not to be an 
aſſaſſin: great as his perturbation was, it 
could not make him forget what was due 
to himſelf ; his intention was to meet the 
man who had deſtroyed his peace on 


equal terms; and on thoſe terms, as far 


as a being actuated by fury, and one calm 
and deliberate could be equal, did they 
meet. He begged not to be underſtood 
to vindicate an action which he felt would 
embitter his future days, whether their 
number were few or many ; neither had 


he ſpoken with an idea, thac the poor 


juſtification he could make would in- 
fluence 
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fluence his judges ; he knew their delibe- 
rations would be followed by ſuch a deci. 
ſion as the laws of his country, and their 
own conſciences, pointed out to them to 
be juſt, and moſt calculated for the bene- 
fit of mankind ; but he had feared total 
ſilence might have been conſtrued into a 
contempt of life, which he by no means 
felt; for though a long life was, after the 
calamities which had befallen him, hardly 
to be deſired, there was ſomething ſo re- 
pugnant to his feelings in the thought of 
dying like avillain, that he confeſſed his na- 
ture ſhuddered at it, and made him (though 
he truſted he ſhould even meet that with 
ſortitude) anxiouſly deſire that ſomething 
might be found in his unhappy ſituation to 
mitigate his offence, and make it ſhort of 
murder. 


The jury now withdrew, and after ſome 

time returned with their verdict, which 

was given in a faltering voice—guilty ! 
The 
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The judge now addreſſed the priſoner, 

ſaying, it remained for him to perform 

the painful taſk of paſſing the ſentence of 

the law—a taſk the moſt diſtreſſing of 

any he had ever experienced ſince he had 

had the honour of ſitting on that bench, 

becauſe it robbed the world of a man 

who, but for the raſhnefs of paſſion, might 

have long been an ornament to it. He 

lamented ſuch talents and acquirements 

ſhould be doomed to ſo unhappy a fate; 

a fate he muſt prepare himſelf to meet, 

as, from the nature of the evidence there 

remained no poſſible plea for complying 

with the wiſhes of the court, by recom- 

mending him to mercy. He then took oc- 

| eaſion to addreſs the ſpectators, by entreat- 

ing them to impreſs their minds with the 

unhappy, but inſtructive leſſon before 

them; it would teach them to guard 
againſt the firſt impulſe of anger, and to 

| ſubdue that propenſity to wrath and raſh- 

neſs which, though always imputed to 


nature, 
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nature, was too often the force of hab't, 
and an unbridled temper. But, he con- 
tinued, if the example before you is not 
a ſufficient warning, nothing I can urge 
will have any effect, even were I endued 
with the ſenſe and eloquence of a God; 

for ſeldom will an object be found poſ- 
ſeſſed of fuch worth and abilities, ſuch 
elegance of perſon, ſuch ſweetneſs of 
manners as the unfortunate youth before 
you; yet, you behold him a fallen victim 
to an ungovernable temper: you behold 
the man who might have been an honour 
and benefit to his country, the glory of 
his relations, and the pride of his friends, 
condemned to die an ignominious death. 
You behold him cut off in the bloom of 
youth, his hands ſtained with blood, and 
his till now fair fame, mangled by the 
tongue of malice. 


Grief here choaked his utterance—he 


pauſed for ſome time, at length pro- 
nounced 
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nounced the horrid ſentence, which is to 
be put in execution four days hence. It 
was received by the ſpectators with every 
token of ſorrow; the object of their pity 
was apparently the leaſt diſtreſſed perſon 
preſent; his manner was collected and 
tranquil. He bowed to the judge; thank- 
ing him for the compaſſion he had ſhewn 
him, and the jury for the faicneſs of his 
trial, and the wiſhes they had betrayed in 
his favour. 


He left the court, and I attended him 
back to priſon; my agitation affected 
him ; he conjured me to be more calm, 
and added, he had an errand to employ 
me in, which would require more compo- 


ſure than I at preſent poſſeſſed ; it was to 


be the bearer of the heart-rending tidings 
of his calamities to his father; to that 
father who fondly thought him engaged 
in ſtudying thoſe laws under whoſe rigour 
be had fallen. 

The 
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The recollection of his father deeply 
affected him ; he was buried in thought, 
during which tears of angiſh, that his 
own ſufferings had not had power to 
make him ſhed, ſtreamed down his 


cheeks; he continued in a voice broken 


and low, „Dear unhappy miſtaken pa- 
rent! how will you bear this ſtroke that 
awaits yu! how will you receive the 
crvel tie inas! that he, whom your pa- 
rental fondneſs had made you figure as 2 
teacher of lawful obedience, ſhould, at 


the hour of your higheſt expectation, be 


arraigned fir a breach of thoſe laws he 


meant you ſhovld inſtruct others not to 


infringe !—that he, on whoſe education 
has been ſquandered your fortune—that 
he, for whoſe worldly happineſs your un- 
ceaſing care has been anxious, ends all 
your hopes, by drawing down on him the 


_ utmoſt vengeance of the laws, and for- 


feiting a life from which you had expected 
fo much, to juſtice and his offended coun- 


try. 
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try. Oh, forgive me! forgive your ill- 
fared ſon! nor let his untimely cud be the 
ſhortener of your days !” 


Then turning to me, he ſeized my 
hand, and preſſing it between his, hard 
upon his boſom, his eyes fixed on my 
face, he conjured me to be gentle in my 
diſcovery, and to watch over the remnant 
of his father's days. I could only reply 
by preſling his hand, my heart being too 
full to allow me utterance, 


We had reached the priſon, and the 
jailor informed us the condemned cell 
muſt be Mr. Leſley's future reſidence. 
The mazr's reluctance to perform his duty 
was viſible: my friend thanked him 
for the concern he teſtified, and bade him 
lead the way. I would have attended 
him to this laſt abode of the criminal, 
but ke reminded me of the journey I had 


undertaken, and the few days I had to 
perform 
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perform it in: for, he added, my Charles 
will not refuſe me the conſolation of 
his preſence at the laſt ſolemn hour. 
aſſured him he might depend on my 
ſpeedy return, and left him, 


I muſt now conclude this melancholy 
letter, as my carriage waits to convey 
me to the retreat of the man into whoſe 
boſom I am going to pour a poiſon which 
time -cannot eradicate, I ſhall, at my 
entrance under his roof, like the bird of 
omen, drive hence all ſounds of cheer- 


fulneſs, all tranquillity and peace, and fill 


it, in their ſtead, with ſorrow and deſpair, 


How 1ll-calculated am I to perform ſo 


ungrateful an office, you, fir, who know 
the ſentiments of my heart will conceive, 
and will feel for the diſtreſſes of your 


Affe ctionate Son, 


CHARLES MACKENZIE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


SIR HENRY DORSET TO LORD VERNON. 


War, my dear lord, what a devil of 
a buſineſs you have made of it !—Poſi- 
tively I think you cut a very ridiculous 
figure, If this is matrimony, my ſtars, 
defend me from it; though in one reſpect 
you have been lucky; for you have got 
nd of your wife with more expedition 
than moſt men, or than any prudent man 
could have got one: but you married for 
love! If I ever do ſo ſimple a thing, let 
me periſh; or what is worſe, be the ſport 
of the vulgar, as your lordſhip is, for your 
tank is no protection; and each plebeian 
in this land of liberty, wags his ſaucy 
tongue, and jeſts at your new title, as 
they 
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they call it, with as much ſang froid as if 
you were entitled to no other. 


But I quit the multitude, and give you 
the converſation of a ſelect party I was in 
this evening, fcr which I was dreſſing 
when your epiſtle arrived, and gave me 
the firſt account of your diſaſter. On my 
ſoul, my lord, I could not refrain from 
indulging in a hearty laugh, though it was 
at my friend's expence! As ſoon as 
could compoſe my muſcles, I ordered my 
friſeur to uſe all poſſible expedition. I 
was obeyed, and loſt no time in getting to 
the houſe where my engagement was: the 
party was pretty large. After the ncver- 
failing topic of the weather had been diſ- 
cuſſed, the next words of courſe that were 
ſpoken, were, Is there any news to-day? 


Now was my ime; but as it was well 


known your lordſhip and myſelf were 


ſworn brothers, I thought it would be ne- 
ceſſary 
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ceflary for me to appear ſorrowful, I 
accordingly put on a diſmal countenance, 
and gently breathed out, I would there 
were not. | 


Theſe ſimple words had the effect of 
an electric ſhock—every ſoul was in com - 
motion—lI was dinned with female voices, 
all at the ſame time, though in different 
keys and acclamation, ore crying,“ Good 
God, what can it be!” a ſecond, © For 
heaven's ſake, Sir Harry, explain! Oh, 
if you have any compaſſion, do not keep 
us in ſuſpenſe !” I ſhook my head, an 
riſing haſtily from my ſeat, took a turn 
acroſs the room as if to conceal my emo- 
tion. At length, addreſiing myſelf to 
the company, who were, by this time, 
quiet from want of breath, I ſaid, I would 
to God my ſilence on the unhappy ſubject 
would bury ic in oblivion, then ſhould it 
de eternally confined to this boſom, (preſ- 
ling my hang! on my waiſtcoat) but it is 

—_ | already 
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already too public; therefore my refrain- 
ing to comply with your commands, 
ladies and gentlemen, may diſpleaſe you, 
but cannot benefit the unhappy parties. 


here caſt a look around me; every 
mouth was open, but dare not ſpeak for 
fear of delay ing my intelligence; every 


eye was fixed on my face. Thinking! 


had now diſplayed a proper degree of 
feeling, and ſufficiently worried my audi- 
tors, I proceeded to give them what you 
had communicated to me, adding a few 
embelliſhments of my own, ſuch as Leſley's 
being an attorney's clerk, and your hav- 
ing been tricked into the marriage by the 
art of your lady's father, who was an old 
Jugler ; and I believe I ſaid ſomething of 
Lady Vernon's having taken refuge with 
her lover, who ſhe had cruelly inſtigated 
to the' murder of her brother; and that 
Colonel Conway had loſt his life by hav- 
ing been miltaken for your lordſhip. 


2» Now 
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Now upon my ſoul all theſe additions 
were only intended to enhance the value 
of the ſtory to my greedy liſteners ; yet, 
my endeavours were repaid with ingrati- 
rude ; but you ſhall hear. I had made a 
pauſe, and was . conſidering whether put- 
ting my handkerchief to my eyes would 
not have a good effect, when a fierce 
looking young man aſked me, in a com- 
manding voice, if I related this from my 
own knowledge, or from the report of 
mother? TI replied, my authority is, 
alas! too good to admit even a hope of 
what I had ſtated being exaggerated, as I 
fancied the company would admit, when 
informed them it was from the unhappy 
Lord Vernon himſelf. The enquirer re- 
plied, « Then his lordſhip is the liar, and 
your only guilt is credulity: for I fancy, 
retailing of ſcandal does not deſerve a 
harſher term than meanneſs.” 
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I turned haſtily to this plain ſpeaker, 


putting on one of my ſerious looks, which, c 
though they mean nothing, have frighten- cl 
ed many a poor dog into aſking pardon ; m 
but he was not one of theſe, for he met ſi 
my ſtare with ſuch a determined coolncſs, in 
that I thought it better to ſoften my fero- C 
city, and letting the—Fellow, do you know D 


who you are talking to? (that I had pre- 
pared to begin with) evaporate in air, [ 
gently begged to be informed from wha: yo 
channel he derived his intelligence, as his of 
authority. ought to be beyond all doubt, « 
ſince he had taken the liberty to apply no 
ſuch harſh expreſſions to that of 'my 
friend? He deigned not to notice what 
J had ſaid, but taking a letter from his 
pocket, he told the company it contained 
a relation of the unhappy affair; but ſo a 
different from the noble lord's, and his 
friend's ſtatement, they could not, unle(s 
previouſly informed, have conſidered it 


to be the ſame circumſtance: he added, 
the 
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the name of his correſpondent would de- 
cide on which of the letters dependance 
could be placed, as he was well known to 
moſt preſent, though probably not to you, 
fir; (looking at me.) He then, with 
importance, announced the name of 
Charles Mackenzie, ſon to the Earl of 
D— ! 


I, with great /ang froid, ſaid, Is he 
your authority? — He is an acquaintance 
of mine—we were at the ſame college. 
That is very poſſible, ſo was Lord Ver- 
non, fir: yet, I think he 1s not honoured 
with Mr. Mackenzic's acquaintance, and 
I think it not unlikely that you alſo may 
be ſtrangers, was his impertinent reply. 


Here he was requeſted by the company 
to read his letter, with which he com- 
plied, and gave me an opportunity to re- 
main ſilent. When he had finiſhed, the 
whole ſet joined in lamenting the too pro- 
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bable fate of Leſley ; in pitying the ſitua. 
tion of Lady Vernon; and in execrating 
the infamous and inhuman conduct of the 
Counteſs of N——, and your lordſhip, 


I believe I looked very filly, for I could 
not think of a ſyllable to ſay in your 
favour; I at length ſtammered out that 
the two accounts certainly differed, and 
time would determine which was the true 
one. Here I was interrupted by a gene- 
ral exclamation of © You may rely on Mr. 
Mackenzie! He never would have writ- 
ten what he has, had he not been well 
aſſured the facts were exactly as he ſtated 


them. 


Here an old prig roſe from his ſeat, 
and, with great ſolemnity, reprobated the 
manner in which the father of the unfor- 
tunate lady had been ſpoken of: he fait, 
the man who could wrong Doctor Howard 


ſo much, muſt either be the moſt igno- 
rant, 
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rant, or the moſt impudent of human 
beings; for the whole world could not 
produce a fairer character than that vene- 
rable gentleman bore, and had borne 
through a life which had been marked by 
ſorrow, poverty, and diſappointment. yet, 
he would be bold to ſay, at no moment of 
his diſtreſs, would he have given his 
daughter to a prince, unleſs he thought 
he ſhould ſecure the happineſs of both by 
the union: therefore the words trick, and 
jugler were not applicable to him, though, 
from Mr. Mackenzie's letter, he was of 
opinion they could not be thrown away, 
if applied to the man who had ſtolen 
from another the woman of his affections, 
and who, feeling himſelf diſappointed, on 
finding his theft had reached no farther 
than her perſon, and that her heart con- 
tinued with its firſt maſter, gave a looſe 
tothe malignancy of his own, and triumph- 
ed, like Satan, over the ruin he had him- 
elf occaſioned. 
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Mackenzie's correſpondent now pro- 
duced another letter, which, he ſaid, 
though from a perſon of a very different 
character to the writer of the one they had 
Juſt heard, would ſcrve to ſhew in what 
light Lord Vernon's conduct was held 
even among his admirers: it was from 
Lord Charles Villers, who, you know, is 
one of us, and as good a fellow at a mad 
prank as any of our flock ; yet, he abuſes 
your lordſhip as though you had been 
converted from our faith, and had em- 
braced the ſanctified Mackenzie's. He 
calls you a cowardly paltroon, and a diſ- 
grace to your nobility, He ſays that you 
and that old ſinner, the Counteſs of N, 
have leagued together to hang a fine fellow, 
becauſe you are afraid, ſhould he be again 
at liberty, he would oblige you to figit 
him: he further ſays, and ſo does Mac- 
kenzie, that Colonel Conway, wich his 
dying breath, did acquit Leſley of his 
murder; but the old hyæna, your aunt, 

who 
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who was the only perſon preſent, denies it, 
which, if ſhe continues to do, will cer- 
tainly hang the poor young man, inſtead 
of being honourably acquitted, as he 


his being cleared of the death of your 


brother-1n-law. 


Now, my lord, I was deviliſhly con- 
founded when I heard all this, and from 
ſuch good authority ; for though I ſhould 
not have minded Mackenzie's ſtory, be- 
cauſe I could ſuppoſe he would ſee things 
in a wrong light; yet, I muſt believe 
Lord Charles, for he is none of your 
canting gentry : but I muſt do Mackenzie 
the juſtice to ſay, his letter, of the two, 
though the accounts contained in them 
differ very little, is by far the moſt mode- 
rate in regard to the part you have taken 
in this curſed affair; a curſed affair you 
will find it, if you proceed as you have 
began ; for upon my ſoul, my lord, I 
G 4 verily 


ought to be; for that there is no doubt of 
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verily think, if this innocent man is exe- 
cuted, you will be ſcouted from ſociety; 
for do but conſider what he has done that 
you, or I, or any other man of ſpirit, would 
not. He has intrigued with your wife— 
would you not have done the ſame had 
you been in his place ?—moſt certainly 
you would. Well, and he has killed an 
impertinent, prying fellow, who troubled 
himſelf with other people's concerns 
Would you not have acted in like manner? 
Yes, moſt aſſuredly. Why then, what is 
his fault? What is he to die for on a 
ſcaffold > Why! for being poſſeſſed of 
graces to gain the affections of Lady Ver- 
non, and of honour and courage to deſend 
her reputation! And is it poſſible that 
you, my lord, who have made it the grand 
rule of your life, never to let any woman 
that was in your power eſcape, be ſhe the 
wife of friend, ſtranger, or acquaintance, 
ſhould join your wit with that of an old 


hyzna, to rob a gentleman of exiſtence! 
for 
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for I find he is a gentleman, notwithſtand- 
ing your inſinuations to the contrary. In- 
deed, the offences he is now in priſon for, 
proclaim him to be no plebeian. 


The prodigious vanation between your 
narrative and that of the other two, leads 
me to believe your lordſhip has ſuffered 
that tabby, the, Counteſs, to miſguide you, 
and that you will diſcover your folly when 
too late to repair it, Therefore I would 
have you look to what yau are about, and 
not let this lad ſuffer ; which you may 
prevent by exerting your intereſt to ob- 
tain his reprieve ; you will certainly do 
ſo, if your ancient adviſer has not made 


you as blindly malicious, and as doating as 
herſelf, 


In the hope that what I have ſaid will 


open your eyes, I ſend it off by expreſs, 
that you may have the more time to take 
your meaſure ; which, when concerted, I 
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ſhall be glad to hear of; and, I mutt be 
plain to tell you, my lord, that on your 
conduct in this affair depends our future 
intimacy : for though no man values you 
more than I do, or cares leſs for the opi— 
nion of the world in general, yet, my 
principles would not admit of my counte- 
nancing a character which may one day 
prove fatal to myſelf: for, I am well 
aware, if Lefley's crimes merit death, 
both your lordſhip and myſelf ought to 
have been hanged years ago, and you may 
poſſibly think of obtaining me my deſerts 
ſome day or other. So, my lord, either 
Leſley lives, or I henceforth avoid you as 
a man whom it would be dangerous to 
truſt. Fate has given you an opportunity 
of doing one good action in your life ; in 
the hope that you will embrace it, I ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf 
Your Lordſhip's ſincere Friend, 
And very humble Servant, 
HENRY DoksET. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


THE DEAN OF TO WILLIAM LESLEY, 


ESQ. 


Wericows, my unfortunate, but 
guiltleſs William Welcome once more 
to the heart of the man you lately honour- 
ed with the name of father! Oh, my 
ſon! my adopted child! can you forgive 
the unjuſt ſuſpicions of a wretched parent, 
whom calam ty and artifice had rendered 
blind and unjuſt! But your friend, your 
Mackenzie, has removed the veil from 
my eyes, and reſtored you to my affections, 
and to the pinnacle of honour from which 
I feared you had fallen: he has likewiſe 
reconciled me to- my poor erring, but 
not criminal, Matilda, We ſhall meet 
c6 yes, 
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yes, we ſhall meet in heaven! nor will 
the woes we have fuffered here, make us 
leſs welcome to him who has witneſſed 
them! No, he will pour balm into our 
wounds, and we ſhall be whole !—we 
| ſhall then cry out with the Pſalmiſt, It 
- : is good for us that we have been afflict- 
| 

| 


ed.“ Can I then be wretched! Oh, 
forgive me, God ! and let me recall my 
ungrateful words. I am not wretched— 
my daughter is innocent ! her ſoul is un- 
ſpotted! and thou, Leſley, who I lamented 
as another fallen child, art reſtored to me 
and yirtue !—and, ſhall I dare to repine 
becauſe one of my darlings has been an 
early victim to the grave! No, „ the 
Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away ! 
his will be done; or ſhall I be diſcon- 
tented, that the life of another is pro- 
| longed, after all poſſibility of happineſs is 
fled ; or that one who is equally dear with 
thoſe ill-fated loved ones, ſhould be ſhortly 


to terminate his days in a violent, and 
| what 
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what the world will call a ſhameful man- 
ner. Oh, my William ! if I feel a pang, 
it is for you !—The miſeries of my off- 
ſpring are forgot when I contemplate the 
horrors of your ſituation. Alas! I meant 
to enourage you to ſupport them, and I 


am ſhewing you they are more than I can 
bear ! 


Oh, Leſley! thou man of ſorrow! I am 


- tempted to exclaim with the poet, * Af. 


fiction is enamoured of thy parts, and 
thou art wedded to calamity.” Yet re- 
reflect, the days of thy adverſity will 


quickly end, you will be with him who 


will wipe all tears from your eyes, and 
where anguiſh will no more be felt. Take 
this comfort to your breaſt ; it will enable 
you not only to ſupport, but to triumph 
over the malice of your fate. You will 
look upon it as an act of humiliation, 


through which you muſt paſs to ever- 
laſting glory; place your truſt then in 
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Him who alone can ſupport you; he is 
never deaf to the voice of the wretched. 
Has he not faid, © Come unto me all ye 


that are heavy laden, and I will give you 


reſt:ꝰ yes, eternal reſt, And what is it 
you reſign for this amazi g bieffing? A 
few years of diſaſtrous life—or, ſay the 
beſt, a ſucceſſion of joys, affliction, plea- 
ſures, cares, hopes, and diſappointments : 
for, be aſſured, the happieſt in the journey 
of lite, meet with allays that, to a thinking 
mind, leſſens greatly its value. I am an 
example chat long life is not a real good; 


my days h ve been many, but they have 


been full of ſorrow : yet, the world will 
term me a fortunate man. I have riſen 
to a height in my profeſſion which my 
early proſpect did not promiſe ; but the 
world is a ſuperficial obſerver, conſe- 
quently its judgment erroneous. It wit- 
neſſed the ourward dignity of my ſtation, 
but it ſaw not the inward woes of the man; 


I was, tk the object of envy at the 
moment 


„„ — 
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moment my heart was a prey to incurable 
anguiſh. Do not, then, regret the loſs of 
years that might have been increaſe of 
miſery ! neither regard the opinion of the 
misjudging multitude. Their praiſe can- 
not now avail you here, nor can their 
cenſure reach you hereafter. What they 
term diſgrace and ſuffering in this world, 
will procure you honour and regard in 
that to come. Your atonement will be 
accepted by the father of mercics ; you 


will be inſenſible to what paſtes below; 


you will know nothing but eternal hap- 
pineſs. Need I then urge you to reſign 
yourſelf into his hands, an unrepining, 
and repentant Chriſtian; need I point out 
to you, that it is as much your duty to 
ſatisfy the offended laws of your country, 
by meeting the ſentence they have pro- 
nounced, though that ſentence 1s death, 


as it would be to make reparation for an 


injury done to an individual, 


I truſt 
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I truſt your education has been ſuch as 


will inſtruct you, that you are bound by 


honour, as well as religion, to fulfil the firſt 
as ſcrupulouſly as you would the ſecond, 
My prayers to the Almighty ſhall aſſiſt 
your endeavours, and they will be effec- 
tual ; therefore be not diſmayed : © Let 
not thy ſoul be full of heavineſs ; put thy 


truſt in the Lord, and he will deliver you, 


for He is mighty and full of compaſſion.” 


I ſhall, if poſſible, accompany your 
hapleſs parent on his melancholy Journey 
to your wretched abode ; where, if my 
preſence can be uſeful to you or him, 1 
ſhall be amply repaid for the ſorrow 1 
muſt endure at taking a laſt farewell: one 
only conſolation I can derive from the 
ſolemn viſit, will be from beholding the 
youth I had - fondly hoped would have 
lived a credit to his country, die an honour 
to himſelf, 


Then 
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$ Then farewell, my William, till we 
meet again ; ſhould it not be here, it will 

ſhortly be; for I feel ſomething within 
| me which gives me the joyful tidings that 
I ſhall ſhortly be with my father that is in 


heaven, where, to be united to my adopt- 
| ed Leſley, will add to its joys. 


M. Howarp, 
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LETTER XL. 


LORD VERNON TO SIR HENRY DORSET, 


Your letter found me in a humour to 
comply with the advice it contained; cr, 
to ſpeak more correctly, the threat ;— for 
was I not expreſsly told I mult either ſave 
the life of the condemned Leſley, or loſe 
— oh, intolerable to think! the acquaint- 
- ance of Sir Henry Dorſet; who, if I had 
never known, I ſhould have had no cauſe 
to regret, unleſs there is any honour in 
having been the companion of the moſt 

unprincipled libertine in all created ſpace. 
And didſt really think, Harry, I was 
to be frightened by your bluſtering, into 
the doing an action repugnant to my fcel- 
ings ? if you did, you was deceived: yes, 
my honour you was; for J know you 
too 


2 
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too well. I am not to be frightened with 
falſe fire—ſo no more aſſuming, leſt I 
threaten in my turn, and fulfil my threats, 
too, by ſhaking off the acquaintance of a 
man, who, taking advantage of the per- 
plexed ſituation of his friend, forgets his 
wonted ſubmiſſive ſtile, and turns dicta- 
tor, But enough of this—I only meant 
to ſhew you I was not ſo humbled by the 
infernal turn my affairs have taken, as you- 
imagined, though, God knows, I am hum 
ble enough, for I am uſed worſe than a 
dog. I cannot go into the ſtreet but I 
am the jeſt of every apple woman and 
link boy I meet; and were I to ſtay at 
home till doomſday, not a ſoul would call 


on me! Yet, why all this is, curſe me if 
I can tell; for, upon my ſoul, all the re- 
ports of my having tricked Lady Vernon. 
into a marriage, and of my having com- 
bined with her aunt to hang this fellow, 
are falſe, 


A goock 
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A good joke, faith! Tricked a coun. 
try girl, without a ſhilling, into being 
my lady, with thirty thouſands a year! 
And how the devil ſhould I combine with 
any one to hang him? I have nothing to 
do with Colonel Conway; and, as to the 


other jackanapes, he has my permiſſion to 


deſtroy the whole generation, root and 
branch. I wiſh, from my ſoul, he had 


done ſo twelve months ago, I ſhould then 


have had nothing to do with the precious 
bargain I have ſince made: yet, why am 


I to be hiſſed by the lower, and ſhunned 


by the upper ranks of people I cannot 


* deviſe. I am not the firſt man who has 


had a frail wife ; why then ſhould I be the 


firſt to be puniſhed for it! Fore gad, 1 
am almoſt tempted to turn hat can 1 


turn, Harry, to be revenged of thoſe im- 


pertinents who have preſumed to treat me 


with inſolence? I can think of no turn I 
can take that muſt not be for the better, for 
I have hitherto given the lie to the proverb, 

that 


* . 
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that there is no general rule without an 
exception; as I never in my life neglected 
| an opportunity of doing all the miſchief 
| in my power. More than this I cannot 
do ; therefore vengeance is out of my 
reach : ſurpriſe them I certainly could, 
and I am not certain I ſhall nor. 


What think you of my reforming ? 
leading a new life, and becoming an ho- 
neſt man? Would not this aſtoniſh all 
who ever heard my name ? it certainly 
would : and I have a great mind to treat 
them with a part of matrimony (which, 
you know; oh, no, you do not know!) 
but I can tell you, ends with amazement. 


_ — — * 


Now, Harry, if my preſent inclination 
ſhould laſt, and I really become virtuous, 
and godly given, I muſt renounce your 
acquaintance, for nobody will believe me 
either honeſt or ſober while I aſſociate 
with ſuch a notorious ſinner as you are 

known 


5 


* 
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known to be; ſo I am ſure you will not 
be among thoſe who will have reaſon 
either to pray for, or return thanks for my 
converſion. But I told you, at the com- 
mencement oi this letter, that your's found 
me in a humour to take the advice it 
contained. I will now tell you from 
whence that change in my diſpoſition, for 
© a very great one it was, aroſe, 


I yeſterday morning made a viſit to the 
Counteſs of N ; but now, mind me, 
Dorſet! I went not thither to cabal again: 
Leſley, or from fondneſs for her com- 
pany: the law had determined his fate 
already; but I went to her becauſe I was 
weary of myſelf, for I was in ſuch a 
ſituation that I found I muſt not £0 
abroad, and I felt I could not ſtay at home. 

This was the firſt moment of my life that | 

I ever coveted a good character, or ex- | 

perienced inconvenience from a bad one. | 


I now did both ; and, ſomehow or other, 
fell 
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fell into reflection on my paſt life: the re- 


troſpect added to the ill- humour I was in; 
for the picture it preſented was of ſo dark 
an aſpect, and fo deformed in all its parts, 
that I ſhuddered at the view; and, with a 
deſign of flying from it, or rather from 
myſelf, I hurried to my library, and ſeiz- 
ing on a book, I flung myſelf on a ſofa, 
and opened it; when the firſt words that 
caught my eyes were theſe: © there is 
more joy over one ſinner that repenteth, 
than over ninety and nine juſt perſons 
who need no repentance ;” ſtruck with 
the encouragement they held out I cxa- 
mined the book, and found it was a bible; 
the firſt I verily believe that was ever 
opened by me; and how it came into any 
apartment of mine, they that put it there 
know, for I do not. But I conclude it 
muſt have been in my great grand father's 
time, who, I have heard, was a pious 
man, ſince which I fancy it has enjoyed 
its ſtation unmoleſted, very poſſibly with 
many 
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many others of the ſame date, and ſimilar 
doctrine: for, as I have kept a library 
merely as an appendage to my houſe, ] 


never attended to more than the outſide 


of its contents. I was now, however, ſo 
pleaſed with my diſcovery, that I turned 
over ſeveral pages; all ſeemed good, but 
none ſo applicable to me as the ſentence 
T have quoted. I therefore reſtored it to 
its old habitation, and a ſecond time in 
my life ventured to converſe with myſelf. 
I began by reſolving to giye the geniuſcs 
avove a holiday, and was myſelf partak- 
ing of their joy, which was. heightened by 
the idea of the vexation and aſtoniſhment 
you, with the reſt of your fraternity, 
would feel on hearing of my converſion, 
when the unlucky recollection that I mult 
not only live honeſt in future, but be con- 
trite for the paſt, ſtartled me, and ſet me 


once more to take a view of its tranſ- 


actions, ſome of which appeared to me 


f ſuch magnitude, that I conceived no 
=» +4 repentance 
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repentance ever could atone for them, 
Others were in the catalogue, which, 
though of an evil nature, had afforded 
me ſuch tranſcendant pleaſure in the 
acting, that I found I could not, for my 
ſoul, repent of them; ſo I fairly gave it 
up, or at leaſt, poſtponed the work of 
reformation, and in ſo doing, I thought 1 
acted for the beſt, for I conſidered, if I 
proceeded I muſt either be an hypocrite, 
and play at hide and ſeek with heaven, by 
preteading a contrition which I did not 
feel, or in repenting of one fin, commit 
another. For is not ingratitude a fin ? 
and would it not be ingratitude to find 
fault with circumſtances which gave me 
complete happineſs, at leaſt for a time? 
beſides, my ſituation is ſomething like 
Macbeth's; © I am in folly ſtept fo far, 
that ſhould I wade no more, returning 
were as tedious as go o'er.” "A 
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But I have digreſſed moſt intolerably 
from my ſubject, and tis high time I ſhould 
return to it. I think I was telling you of 
a viſit I had made the Counteſs of N—-, 
who I found at home, and happy to ſee 
me, believe from the ſelf ſame reaſon 
that led me to her, (want of better com- 
pany.) We had not been long together 
when the door of the apartment we were 
in was ſuddenly burit open, and Lady 
Vernon ruſhed into the room! The diſ- 
order of her dreſs, and wildneſs of her 
appearance, with her unexpected intru- 
ſion, aſtoniſhed us too much to enquire 
the cauſe of it. 


She pauſed for a moment, ſeemingly 
uncertain of where ſhe was ; till, caſting 
her eyes upon her aunt, ſhe darted tow:rds 
her, who was making the beſt of he: way 
out of an oppoſite door, and, catching 
her arm, arreſted her flight; when, tak- 


ing a long ſharp pointed knife from her 
| boſom, 


. 
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boſom, ſhe was on the brink of ſtriking 
it into her priſoner, had not the entrance 
of Mrs. Paulet, who had purſued her, 
prevented her executing her purpoſe, by 
ſeizing the uplifted arm, which held the 
weapon. Her back was to Mrs. Paulet ; 
ſhe turned her head, fire flaſhing from 
her eyes, in ſearch of the cauſe of her 
detention : but the inſtant ſhe ſaw who it 
was, all her fury vaniſhed, and releaſing 
her intended victim, who fell to the 
ground, overwhelmed with terror, threw 
herſelf into the arms of her friend, and 
hiding her face in her boſom, wept aloud. 


The affrighted Counteſs ſomewhat re- 
covered, aroſe and fled: had I poſſeſſed 
power, I had done ſo too; but my joints 
were ſtiffened ; I ſeemed rooted to the 
ſpot where I ſtood. The noiſe the 
Counteſs made, rouſed Lady Vernon ; 
ſhe gazed wildlywround her for ſame | 
time, at laſt, obſerving. me, ſhe came 
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towards me with a haſty ſtep. My limbs 
became relaxed; in a ſecond I ſhook 
from head to foot ; I thought nothing 
could ſave me, and I fancied I alrcady 
felt the horrid knife in my heart, though 
I had ſcen Mrs. Paulet ſecure it. When 
ſhe had got quite cloſe to me, ſhe looke(| 
with wonderful earneſtneſs in my face, 


till, at length, ſhe burſt into a violent fit 


of laughter. I did not join in her mirth, 


for I thought it no laughing matter to be 


ſo curſedly terrified as J had been, But, 
ſomewhat encouraged by her good hu- 
mour, I ventured to aſk her if ſhe thought 


this proper conduct e 


At the ſound of my voice ſhe ſtarted, 
and turning from me with a look of 


horror, ſhe hurried back to her friend, 


holding her ſpread hand over her eyes, as 
if to ſhut out ſomething that ſhocked her 


ſight, 


I now 
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I now called to Mrs. Paulet to tell me 
if ſhe knew what this extraordinary be- 
haviour meant? to which ſhe replied, 
« Alas! my lord, ſhe is mad! wild as the 
winds! She knows not what ſhe docs! 
You, and your infernal accomplice, have, 
by your arts, doomed the unhappy Leſley 
to death, and driven my wretched friend 
to madncſs. 


At the ſound of Leſiey's name, Lady 
Vernon withdrew the hand which covered 
her eyes, and, with the moſt animated 
countenance TI ever beheld, eagerly look - 
ed round the room; then going to the 
door, {he ſtood in the attitude of liſtening 
for a moment: at length, turning from it, 
ſhe pronounced, in a voice which beſpoke 
diſappoiatment, © He is not there!“ 


and, afrer a pauſe, ſolemnly ſhaking her 
head, ſhe added, „ nor ſhall Jever ſee 
him more !—he is cold in his grave! 
they have murdered him my aunt and 


He Lord 
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Lord Vernon did it—l ſaw them—yct he 
never did them wrong. Poor William 
it was a pitiable ſight! they mangled 
him ſhockingly! but he is dead—and he 
is happy! his heart is not hot like mine! 
his boſom is not on fire! 


Her looks now became wild, and her 
voice loud and menacing ; but her words 
too incoherent and confuſed to be intel- 
ligible ; her whole frame was diſturbed. 
She continued in this diſtracted manner 
till her ſtrength was entirely exhauſted, 
when ſhe ſunk into the arms of one of 
the men who held her, in ſuch a ſtate that 
I concluded her dead. After ſome time, 
ſhe opened her eyes, but did not ſeem 
ſenſible, and in this fituation was con- 
veyed to Mrs. Paulet's. 


I returned home ten times more miſe- 
rable than I ſet out; for devil take me if 
J could help being ſorry to ſee ſo fine a wo- 
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man in this confounded way. If I did not 
think I ſould be the object of your ridi- 
cule while I lived, I would tell you the 
wonderful effect this ſcene had on me! I 
would leave you to gueſs, but I am ſure 
you would never hit it. What think you 
of my having wept? upon my ſoul, 


Harry, it is true; © howbeit, unuſed co 


the melting mood, I became an 1::(ant! 
Water ran down my cheeks—a thing 
that never happened to me in my whole 


life before, nor ever ſhall again. The 


very recollection has produced as wonder- 
ful and as novel an effect; it has brought 
a bluſh upon my cheek! Oh, Dorſet! 
what is your poor friend come to !—is he 
not a Driveller !—he weeps and bluſhes ! 
—The firſt he verily thought he could 
never arrive to, and the ſecond he con- 
cluded he was paſt—at leaſt he hoped no 


action of his own, could produce ſo formi- 


dable a witneſs of his guilt. How would 


my good uncle, the prelate, rejoice in 
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the tokens I have given of my being a 
man, for he believes no one can be ſuch 
who does not occaſionally give ſuch proofs 
of his manhood. 


When J had a little. compoſed myſelf, 
I opened your letter, which, inſolent as it 
was, gave me pleaſure ; for it pointed out 
to me a method of doing what I now 
wiſhed to do, but could devife no means, 
that was to ſave the life of my rival; and 
I inſtantly ſet about it, by waiting on the 
miniſter to alk his advice how to proceed, 

On my way thither, I called on the 
Counteſs to inform her of my intention: 
I found her a good deal humbled by her 
late eſcape, notwithſtanding which the 
violently oppoſed my project; but, find- 
ing I was iminovable, ſhe entreatcd | 
would render myſelf as little conſpicuous 
in the buſineſs as poſſible ; and the belt 


way to ayoid this would be to have the 
pardon, 
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pardon, if I obtained one, ſent to her, and 
ſhe would, to fave me from the ridicule of 
the man who had robbed me of my honour, 
be the bearer of it to him, and teach him 
to believe it had been procured by her, 
which part of her advice I approved. I 
now waited on the miniſter, who, as ſoon 
as he heard my buſineſs, aſſured me I 
ſhould find no difficulty in obtaining my 
requeſt, as his Majeſty had greatly com- 
miſerated the unfortunate gentleman, and 
would readily graſp at any pretence to 
fave his life : he further added, I need 
only preſent my petition, and he would 
take care of the reſt. 

He inſtantly gave me a form, which I 
copied and ſigned, and I am to preſent it 
this day; but as your ſervant is juſt ſet- 
ting out on his return to you, I ſhall 
make him the bearer of this, that you 
may loſe no time in making my genero- 
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fity public, and I ſhall give you the re. 
ſult of my viſit to St. James's by the 
poſt; till when I am, as I ever was, and 
ever ſhall be, your ſuperior and leader, 


VERNON, 
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LETTER XLI. 


THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


Wer, the buſineſs is ſettled—my 
lady's champion does not exhibit in public 
this time, and I am the prince of good 
fellows; even his Majeſty condeſcended 
to compliment me on my good nature : I 
don't like that phraſe, but as it came from 
the lips of royalty—from the man who 
can do no wrong, I muſt be content. Yet, 
it was a vile phraſe —A Good Natured 
Man! Am I a Gocd Natured Man, 
Harry! If I am, I am the thing on all 
this earth I deſpiſe moſt ; but let me ſee 
how I have obtained this name: I have 
ſaved the liſe of a fellow creature 
Well, that's a noble action! but who was 

n 6 __ this 
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this fellow creature, and what had he done 
to merit the gallows, and my compaſſion ? 
—why, he had murdered two, for aught I 
know or care, worthy gentlemen; and his 
intereſt with me aroſe from his having 
done me the honour of conferring on me 
dhe title of „I leave you to fill up 
the blank: but I am a Good Natured 
Man !—Yes, yes; the head of the nation 
was right; I certainly am a Good Na- 

tured Lord, and a Good Natured 
the blank is again at your diſpoſal. Well, 
but I muſt tell you, that my gracious Maſter 
was not at firſt very good natured, for he 
refuſed to ſee me; and when I entreated 
to know at what time I might be indulged 
with an audience, I was informed his 
Majeſty could appoint no time, but that [ 
might leave my buſineſs with the lord in 
waiting, who would lay it before the 
Sovereign, and return me his pleaſure. [ 
thanked the noble bearer of this police 
meſſage, 
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meſſage, but informed him I ſhould not 
make uſe of him on this occaſion. 


I was returning home, having made up 
my mind to let the devil or the gallows 
take Mr. Leſley, and all thoſe in his in- 
tereſt, when I met the miniſter, who pre- 
vailed on the good natured fellow to return 
to the place where he had juſt been every 
thing but kicked from. He was imme- 
diately admitted, and I cooled my heels 
in an anti-chamber, while he made my 
peace by making known my buſineſs, 


when I was moſt graciouſly received, had 


my boon granted, and was complimented 
on my good nature. There was honour 
and happineſs conferred in a breath! 
Have I not enough to be proud of ? 


Having finiſhed this mighty affair, I 
took the opportunity to inform his Ma- 
jeſty of my intention to make the tour of 
Europe, and ſo concluded my audience 
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by bidding adieu to his Kingly eye. After 
acquainting my aſſiſtant in thus affair of 
my wiſh, that the Counteſs of N 
might be the bearer of mercy to the cul- 
prit, I returned home and gave orders to 

my domeſtics to be in readineſs to depart 
for France this night. 


J ſhall conclude this letter by bidding 
you and all Enzland farewell! From the 
latter, I part without regret, for it has uſed 
me ill, and fo have you: but I am not 
much ſurpriſed at your ſeizing any oppor- 
tunity that offered to make people believe 
your principles good enough to lead you to 
reprobate my conduct, or that you were 
ſufficiently intimate with me to preſume 
to cenſure it: and I doubt not but you 
will take all the merit of having ſaved 
this fellow from the gallows—be it ſo. 
You will not be the firſt miſcreant who 


has robbed his maſter—ſo go on: ſteal as 
many 
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many of my well- earned laurels as you 
pleaſe. 


I truſt I am going into countries where 
I ſhall weave a freſh garland for my brows: 
eternal curſes on that ſentence ! It has 
brought to my recollection a thouſand 
tormenting thoughts—my wife and her 
paramour are among them—they have 
garniſhed my brows. Oh, Dorſet! I 
cannot be patient when I reflect on that! 
to be the ſcoff of fools ! © and boys ſhall 
hoot the cuckold as he paſſes.” Is it not 
ſo? aye, you will ſay; and many a poor 
fellow your Jordſhip has graced with that 
title! Is not retaliation fair play? 'Tis 
true, Harry; at leaſt the firſt part, to 
ſome with juſtice, but to many more who 
never deſerved it. We (I mean you and 
I) never killed any man in defending our 
favourite's reputation: we may have 


* fought with ſome for doubting our ſuc- 


ceſs; poor things! how many of them 
have 
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have been brought to our net, by our 
having, an age before, made the world 
believe they were in our cage. Well, it 
is wonderful to think how eaſily a woman 
may be robbed of her reputation! [] 
recollect one whoſe huſband was abroad, 
and whoſe fame [ utterly ruined by only 
ordering my carriage, whenever I made 
her a viſit, to ſet me down at a milliner'; 
that was juſt oppoſite to her houſe, and 
wait there till I returned, faying, I had 
buſineſs in the next ſtreet; and, affeCing 
to look cautiouſly about me to fee there 
was no obſervers, I Role to her door and 
knocked with a gentle tap. 


This was ſuMcient; the milliner and 
my ſervants thought I wiſhed to conceal 
my viſits; they therefore took ſpecial 
care to make them public, with many 
more myſterious circumſtances that had 
not * place. She was a beautiſul, 

accompliſhed 
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accompliſied woman, therefore no mercy 
could be ſhewn her. 


Some damned good-natured friend (as 
Sir Fretful in the play ſays) wrote an ac- 
count of all he had heard, to her huſband, 
who, it ſceins, received the kind letter 
juſt as he was going to lead his men into 
battle, where, bcing too much elated by 
the ſuppoſed new honours he had receiv- 
ed, to act with prudence, he needleſsly 
expoſed himſelf to the enemy's fire, and 
received a wound of which he expired a 
few hours after; having firſt, in an af- 
ſectionate letter, acquainted his wife with 
the motive for his conduct, and upbi aided 
her with her perfidy. 


I now expected to reap the harveſt of 
my contrivance ; bur the poor ſoul turned 
fulky, and hid herſelf in a cottage in 
Wales, where I have lately heard ſhe died 


of a broken heart; and the old woman 


he 
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ſhe lived with, from whom [ had che © oe 
declared ſhe had never (cen hor fo che 
ful as an hour before he crocs, 
that the reaſon ſhe gave was, that the wy 
going to clear her innocence to her 
Grenville. A romantic ſimplicton ! 


— 


There was another high- minded lady, 
whole ſcorn I repaid pretty handſomely ; 


but you ſhall have the ſtory. Her huf- 


band and I were intimate: on our firſt 
acquaintance, I found him a mere do- 
meftic man, always at his wife's elbow. 
This was not a favourable ſituation for 
me to whiſper my tender things, ſo I con- 
trived by degrees to draw him thence, 
getting him to the opera, and home with 
me to ſupper afterwards: at length he ac- 


companied me to White's, where, from 


being a looker-on, he took an active part; 
and, to do him juſtice, he was an apt 
ſcholar, thougli he paid liberally for his 
inſtruction, When I had once feen him 

engaged, 
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engaged, I left him to the care of others, 
thinking it but juſt that I ſhould give her 
my company, as I had deprived her of 
his. 


I went on fer a long time, ſighiag, 
trembling, and gazing, but to no purpole. 
I might more ſucceſsfully have encoun- 
tered an ice iſland, as ſhe had all its 


coldneſs, but the devil a bit of its melt- 


ing qua'ity. I have many times ſeen her 
(after I had been hours practiſing every 
art to pleaſe her, without obtaining-a 
{mile) fly with tranſport to welcome her 


ungrate ful huſband, who had returned 


home becauſe he had left all his money 
with the company he had been in, or elſe 
the company had left him. A long time 
I bore this, but I was not then ſo good 
natured as I am now; ſo at laſt I reſolved 
to be revenged: the means were difficult 
—for, ſomehow or other, this woman's 
life had been too inſipid to make her 

either 
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either feared or envied; fo ſcandal would 
have nothing to do with her; for, you 
know, ſhe always takes her orig'n from 
malice, and malice ſhe had not qualitics 
to provoke. 


Thus driven from my ſtrongeſt hold, l 
was obliged to change my plan. Iac- 
cordingly wrote my friend (you will un- 
derſtand this was the gentleman, for with 
the lady's friendſhip I was not honoured) 
an anonymous letter, informing him of my 
attachment to his wife, and of my frequent 
viſits when he was from home, and my 
correſponding with her by letter. I did 
not ſpare to blacken my own character : 
I repreſented myſelf as an unprincipled 
villain, who had enticed him into vice 


and folly abroad, that I might unmoleſted 


ruin his peace and honour at home. | 
concluded with cenſuring his wife's levity, 
which 1 hoped had not ariſen from depra- 

vity 
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vity of heart, ſo much as from his in- 
prudent and negligent conduct. 


My ſucceſs was equal to my wiſhes, 
for in two days I heard he had removed 
prudiſh madam 1oto the country, where I 


have the fatisfaftion to know they live 


gloriouſly miſerable. So you ſee, Harry, 
the pretty ſouls had better rake care how 
they offend re. Yet, my ſchemes have 
not been always attended with the ſucceſs 
they merit, 2s you ſhall hear. 


I had, in one of my country excurſions, 
made acquaintance with a plain, blunt 
kind of man, who had a pretty, merry, 
innocent looking woman for his wiſe; 
they were people to whom fortune had 
not diſpenſed her favours with a liberal 
hand. I therefore concluded I might 


fave myſelf the fatigue of courtſhip, by 


complimenting the lady with a ſum of 
money; for which I did not doubt but 
| ſhe 
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ſhe would grant me perſonal ſecurity. As 
I thouyht ceremony was not neceſſary 
with ſuch poor devils, I took an oppor- 
tunity of lending the huſband one of my 
horſes, that I might be in no danger of 
interruption from him ; not that I ſup- 
poſed he was to be a ſtranger to what 
paſſed, for I imagined, as I mcant to be 
generous, his rib would communicate the 
good fortune to him, which I had not an 
idea other than his being rejoiced at. I 
therefore made my viſit, and after telling 
the lady thar nature had been very boun- 
tiful, but that fortune had been unjuſt to 
her ; with' a few other common place 
ſpeeches, I preſented her with a bank note 


for five hundred pounds: ſhe gazed at it, 


and then at me in filent amazement ; at 
length, burſſ ing into tears, ſhe raiſed her 
eyes to the ceiling, and begged God to 


repay me for this generoſity to two beings 


whom it would enable to live in future 


with comfort. 
| I told 
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I told her that was a trifle; that ſhe 
ſhould be welcome to | rger ſums when- 
ever her occaſions re;uired. She ſobbed 
out, this was amply ſufficient, as it would 
enable them to pay oH the mortgage on 
a little eſtate they had, which would ſatisfy 
all their deſires. But, ſhe co: tinued, 
« never, never (ir, can we repay this load 
of obligation.” I told her (laughing) 
ſhe could repay it that moment: it was 
ſometime before I could make her under- 
ſtand my meaning. When ſhe did, I was 
aſtoniſhed iu my turn; for ſhe ſurveyed 
me from head to foot, with a countenance 
of the moſt intolerable contempt : utter- 
ing at the ſan e time, 


« Poor paltry villain !—is this your 


generoſity? Get from my ſight, leſt I 


forget what is due to myſelf, by giving 
vent to the rage which ſwells my heart.“ 


Finding I did not move, ſhe proceeded: 


* Are you not gone, vileſt of 1eptiles ! 
Take 
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Take with you your intended bribe, and 
be leſs liberal of your purchaſes in future, 
leſt you leave yourſelf deſtitute of the 
only thing in which you are ſuperior to 
any other villain who makes rapine and 
murder his buſineſs.” 


So ſaying, ſhe flew out of the room, 
looking more like a Meduſa than a wo- 
man. As [I was not certain but ſhe might 
return and inflict bodily challiſement, I 
haſtily decamped, and was very well 
pleaſed to find myſelf out of the reach of 
her nails. I ſoon recollected I had for- 
got, in my hurry, to rake the note from 
the floor, where ſhe had indignantly 
thrown it. This vexed me, as I con- 
ceived ſhe would conſider it as her lawful 
property, and I hated her too much to 
like the thought of her benefiting by me: 
but had it been five times the ſum, it 
would not have tempted me to the 
chance of again encountering ſuch 2 

| | vixen. 
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vixen. So I comforted myſelf by re- 
collecting it was not the firſt five hundred 
[ had ſpent like a fool, and thought no 
more of it. ; 


I was not quite ſo eaſy as to what part 
the huſband of this virago might take in 


the affair; for I conceived if he poſſeſſed 


but half the ſpirit of the weaker veſſel, 
with the proportion of ſtrength his porter- 
like frame promiſed, I . ſhould ſtand a 


very poor chance. The thought of what 


to-morrow might produce, made that 
night rather unpleaſant: Mr. Morpheus, 
however, paid me a viſit in the morning, 
from whoſe embraces I was rouſed by my 
valet's informing me Mr. Harvey was be- 
low, and would not be denied ſeeing me 
on particular buſineſs. | 


The very ſound of his name made my 


bones ache, but I conſidered I muſt ſee 
him ſome time or other, and it might be 
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as well now; beſides, my being in bed at 
a later hour than uſual, would afford me a 
pretence of illneſs, and that, an opportu- 
niry of diſcuſſing the matter, which ! 
thought one or two five hundreds more 
might poſſibly bring to an amicable ad- 
juſtment: for I could not perſuade myſclf 
but poverty was the greateſt evil a man 
could labour under. I therefore deſired 
he might be informed I was very ill, ex- 
tremely ill; but that I ſhould be happy 
to ſee him, if he would excuſe my re- 
ceiving him in bed: and, a moment after, 
he bounced into my room, vociferating, 
« I fancy, my lord, I can cure your ma- 
lady! I have the recipe in my fingers.” 


My eye inſtinctively dropped on his 
hand, in which I perceived a clumſy oak 
ſtick; I ſhook the whole bed with my 
trembling : he approached, and thruſting 
a bit of dirty looking rumpled paper to 
me, he ſaid, © There it is, ſafe and 
| ſound; 
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ſound; my wife would have had me ſend 


it laſt night, but I thought it was better 


your lordſhip ſhould paſs one anxious 


night, than run the hazard of loſing ſuch # 


ſum by my imprudence in mm + it with 


"a ſervant.” 


I now had the courage to take the 
paper, which was the note I had, in my 
confuſion, left on the floor at his houſe : 
my alarm did not ſubſide at ſight of it, as 
I could not conjecture what was to follow; 
but, before I aſked any queſtions, I or- 
dered my valet to take the gentleman's 


hat and ſtick ; which, to my infinite ſatis- 
faction, he carried with him out of the 


room. I then ventured, in a faltering 
voice, to beg an explanation? to which 


he replied, 


On my return home laſt night, Mrs. 
Harvey put that paper into my hand, 
; wien, ſhe ſaid, you had dropped while 
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ſitting with her ; but ſuppoſing it to be a 
bit of uſeleſs paper, ſhe had taken no 
notice of it till after your departure, when 
ſhe diſcovered its value.” Then, laugh- 
ing in a manner which ſhewed the amazing 
ſtrength of his frame, he continued: © [ 
knew I ſhould prove a good phyſician | 
yourlordſhip's looks are mended already.” 


This I could eaſily conceive to be the 
caſe, for the alteration in my feelings were 
very great indeed, though the cauſc aſſign- 
ed had no ſhare in it: yet, his believing 
ſo, ſhewed me how great a value he 
would have ſet on ſuch an acquirement. 
He now took his leave, deſiring, if he or 
his wife could be of any ſervice during 
my illueſs, I would command them. 


I could not but refle& with aſtoniſhment 
on, the paſt ,occurrence. I had, till this 
moment, conſidered honeſty and poverty 
united, as incompatible'; here was a poſi- 
tive 
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tive proof to the contrary: for nothing 
but honeſty could make him reſtore what 
he imagined I never could be certain I 
had loſt in his houſe ; and from the very 
circumſtance of my having taken ſo little 
care to preſerve 1t, he had a right to ſup- 
poſe I had not attended to the number, 
by which alone I could have claimed it as 
mine. Had this even been the caſe, and 
he had been known to poſſeſs it, neither 
ſhame nor puniſhment awaited the diſ- 
eovery, as he could not reſtore that which 
he was not ſuppoſed to be the owner of. 
Yet, with all theſe circumſtances in his 
favour, and poverty to back them, he 
reſted the temptation, without any re- 


ward in view; for he did not appear to 


think he had done any thing out of the 
common way, 


There was ſomething in this I. could 
hot comprehend ; and then the conduct 
of his vixcn was altogether as ſtrange. 
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Her pride had ſpurned at my offer—her 
ſpirit was above making uſe of what for. 
tune had thrown in her power: yet, ſhe 
had ſubdued her pride, concealed her re- 
ſentment, and neglected the only means 
ſhe poſſeſſed of revenging the offence l 
had given her: for that ſhe had been «&n- 
tirely ſilent to her huſband on the ſubject, 
was plain. In ſhort, the more | en- 
deavoured co conjecture the motive which 
had actuated theſe out-of-the-way mortals, 
the more myſterious every part of their 
conduct appeared; ſo I thought I would 
eben leave it to thoſe famous developers of 
myſteries time or accident. 


Now that I had nothing to dread from 
the oak ſtick, or the nervous arm that 
carried it, my pride began to remind me 
of the indignities I had reccived from the 
fury of his wife, To be rejected by a 
little ignorant ruſtic ; to be inſulted for 


offers that ought to have made her vain; 
| to 
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to have a booby of a fellow, that was not 
worth a guinea, and to whom ſhe had 
been married ſeven years, preferred be- 
fore me, was not to be borne, and I de- 
termined to be revenged. 


I recolle&ed my former ſcheme of the 
anonymous letter; and to ſer this vixen 
and her darling at variance, was the with 
of my ſoul. I therefore contrived a plan 
to lodge ſuſpicions in his boſom, and 
likewiſe to ſpread the ſame through the 
neighbourhood, which could eaſily be 
done, as I had only to caution my ſervants, 
if they heard any reports detrimental ta 
Mrs. Harvey's conduct with me, to con- 
tradict them, they being entirely falſe. 
This I well knew, from experience, would 
be ſufficient to ruin the character of a 
princeſs. 


To execute my ſchemes with more 
certainty, I went not near the houſe of 
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my intended victim for ſeveral days, 
though I conſtantly threw myſelf in the 
huſband's way, leſt he ſhould think me 
prevented by illneſs. At length, he aſked 
me why they had not ſeen me as uſual? 
This was what I wanted: I affected to be 
confuſed, and ſtammered nd heſitated : 
the man ſtared !—at length I ſaid, My 
dear fir, I ſee you are quite aſtoniſhed at 
my embarraſiment; you have reaſon : 
but as your queſtion was unexpected, | 
had hoped I might have eſcaped this 
painful explanation: as I cannot, I truſt 
the goodneſs of my motive will juſtify 
the conduct of which you complain.“ 
The poor fellow ſeemed loſt in wonder, 
and the following dialogue paſſed between 
us, which I ſhall give you, without the — 
he ſaid, and I ſaid—- which I deteſt, I 
proceeded, ſaying, it was with infinite 
regret I diſcovered that reports, detri- 
mental to the fame of your wife, were 
| | gone 
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gone abroad; as to myſelf I was indiffe- 
rent; I knew the cenſure of ſuch beings 


could not affect me; I was above their 


reach ; but to Mrs. H. her good name 


vas of conſequence : beſides, I foreſaw 


your peace would fall a ſacrifice to ma- 
lignant tongues; © For Cæſar's wife muſt 
not even be ſuſpected.“ 


Here his patience would hold no longer: 
he interrupted me with © What the devil 
do they ſay?” © Be not alarmed, my 
good fir ; you may depend on my ho- 
nour.”” No more flouriſhes, my lord! 
truth needs no ornament—come to the 
point,” © Why then, if you inſiſt, I muſt 
comply: my frequent viſits at your houſe 
have been noticed, and the envious ob- 
ſervers have placed them to the account 
of your wife, whoſe attachment to me 
they pretend to have diſcovered by ſome 
unlucky accident. But let not ſuch idle 
reports diſturb your tranquillity : J ſhall 
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leave the place in a few days; in the 


mean time I ſhall avoid Mrs. Harvey ; and 
if (which I am certain is not the caſe) ſhe 
ever thought more favourable of me than 
I deſerved, ſhe will forget—but why do I 
ſay forget; ſhe never remembered me but 
as your friend. No, ſir ; you may make 
yourſelf very happy, ſhe has no particular 
regard for me ; upon my honour I ſpeak 
the truth.” © Upon my ſoul I believe 
your lordſhip.” * You make me happy 
beyond meaſure ; I feared you would have 
given into the too general opinion ; but 
you are a prudent man, Mr, H, and 
deſerve the heart you poſſeſs ;. for I can 
aſſure you your lady prefers you to all 

mankind.” As to that I don't know; 
ſhe never told me ſhe did; but ſhe has 
often told me, of all mankind ſhe liked 
your lordſhip the leaſt.” Oh, my good 
ſir, do not let her not having informed 
you of her aſtoniſhing affection make you 
uneaſy ; women never ſpeak their real 
ſentiments 


- — — — —— — * wn” — — — Wk. 


$IGISMAR, 179 


fentiments to their huſbands. So ſhe 
diſlikes me! I am very glad of it indeed, 
extremely glad: this muſt make you quite 
eaſy, and indeed you have no reaſon to be 
otherwiſe ; I hope you know me too well 
to think I would deceive you.” © Yes, 
my lord, I know you well enough to 
ſatisfy me of my wife's innocence ; for I 
am wall aſſured your lordſhip is too much 
a man of honour, to tell a falſhood in vin- 
dication of any woman's character! No; 
the unthinking wretch, who, to oblige you, 
forfeits her inward peace, and probably 
her hope of happineſs hereafter, muſt not 
expect your lordſhip to countenance or 
conceal her wickedneſs and folly! You 
are too juſt to let her paſs on the world 
for what ſhe is not, for, in that caſe, ſhe 
might fee and repent her error; and in- 
ſtead of the puniſhment her criminal af- 
ſection for you had merited, ſhe might 
live reſpected by her friends, and die 
— by her connections. Even the 

1 6 huſband 
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huſband who had been injured, to con- 
vince you of her unlimited regard, might, 


from your cruel ſilence, be ſo impoſed on 


as to ſleep in peace, and preſs his too 
feeling partner to his contented boſom ; 
* for he that is robbed, not knowing what 
is ſtolen, let him not know it, and he is 
not robbed at all:“ fo, my lord, when 
you vouch for any woman's virtue, I ſhall 
think myſelf bound to believe it, as I am 
convinced that is not the ſide you will be 
found to be a raſcal or a liar on: and, to 
prevent your lordſhip's having any un- 
eaſineſs on my account, I aſſure you I am 
perfectly ſatisfied with my wife's affection 
and conduct; and any ſcoundrel who 
dares to hint a word to the prejudice of 
either, ſhall feel, were he a lord, the 
weight of this good ſtick, while he had a 
bone in his worthleſs carcaſe.” 


With theſe pleaſant words, he graſped 
the club in his Patagonian fiſt, and gave 
| me 
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1 me a look that almoſt turned me to a 
: ſtarue. At lait I aimed at an air of in- 
n difference, and got out © Faith, Mr. 
0 Harvey, you are right; it 1s the only way 


; to ſtop people's tongues. Yes, you are 
t certainly right, ſo I wiſh you a good morn- 
$ ing : ſhould you come to town, you will 
1 not forget Lord Vernon will be rejoiced 
] to ſee you.“ N 

1 

. He grinned horridly a ghaſtly ſmile; 
) and ground out between his teeth, © Oh, 
your moſt obedient, fir! I ſhall not for- 
get Lord Vernon, or his intended kind- 
neſs ; they will afford me and my poor 
Louiſa ſubjects for laughter while we 
live.“ 


— A 


I waited for no more, but hurried home, 
curſing my ſtars that had expoſed me to 
the contempt and inſult of a little country 
vixen, and the Coloſſean plebeian her 
huſband, of whom, to this hour, I cannot 
(though 


182 SIGISMAR, 


(though I Hate them both moſt heartily,) 
think without a ſenſation that is amazingly 
like reſpect ; and, in endeavouring to get 
ric of the ridiculous idea, a more un- 
pleaſant one ſucceeds it: it is contempt 
for a certain lor of your acquaintance ; 
but whether it aries from his having at- 
tempted, or his not having ſucceeded in 
the buſineſs he undertook, JI cannot ex- 
actly determiae—you, probably, may be 
more ſagacious. 


Theſe anecdotes I know will divert you, 
as -they are new, and what 1s better, they 
ſhew you I have had my mortifications— 


mortificatiens I have been careful to con- 


ceal from motives of policy : for nothing 
leſſens a man in the eſtimation of one 
woman equal to his having been rejected 
by another; beſides, it might have leſ- 
ſened your, and many of our traternity's, 
reſpect for me, as your admiration was 


obtained by my making you belicve I was 


more 
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more ſucceſsful in vice than yourſelves: 
nor ſhould I now have undeceived you, 
were I not going where your allegiance 
will be of no further uſs to me, and I 
thought any thing new would keep me 
alive in your memories, till I could ſupply 
you with my travelling anecdotcs, 


I am informed every thing is in readi- 
nels for my departure, and that they only 
wait for me; ſo adicv, Harry! and hey 
for France! Remember me to all the 
choice ſpirits of your club ; tell them if I 
retain a remembrance of any thing En- 
gland contains, it hall be them; but that 
I mean to take a large draught of the 
waters of Lethe, in which I hope to 
drown (I was going to ſay) all the inha- 
bitants of Britain: but I know not why 
it is, ſomething came acroſs me, and I 
felt a wiſh to ſpare you; probably ic was 
dictated by the certainty I was the only 


human being who would not be deſirous 
| ro 
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to forget you. Perhaps you might with 
.* Juſtice, and without an exception, return 
me the compliment; for in truth I do not 
think we have ever playcd the hypocrite, 
or the ſycophant. We have defied the 
+ devil and all his works ; we have moſtly T 
travelled the road of iniquity together; 
and though | have tome mes ſoared above 
you, yet you have always ſhewn ſuch an 
earneſt deſire to keep pace with inc, that 
I have preferred you to the highe? pſt 
in my regard, where thou ſhalt rena till 
either thou or I wiſh to obtain a good 
name; we muſt then, of courſc, forego 
each other's acquaintance : till which l 
fancy diſtant day, I ſhall continue to com- 
municate with thee, and ſubſcribe myſelf 


thy friend and leader, 


VERNON, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLII. 


THE HONOURABLE CHARLES *{ACKENZIE, 


TO THE EARL OF D 


My honoured Lord and Father, 


I EMBRACE the opportunity a few 
melancholy hours of leiſure afford me, of 
giving you the particulars which have 
occurred ſince my leaving town, to per- 
form the ungrateful office of making the 
fate of my friend known to his unhappy 
father. 


On my reaching his houſe, I was in- 
formed by the domeſtics their maſter 
never admitted any perſon whatever to 
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his converſation, and that I muſt commu. 
nicate my buſineſs by letter, I accord- 
ingly wrote to him, informing him 1 came 
from his ſon, who had deſired me to re- 
queſt a perſonal interview, that I might 
make him acquainted with ſome diſaſtrous 
events which had taken place, and which 
it was neceſſary to make known to him 
immediately, as the ſmalleſt delay might 
prevent the only happineſs that the ill- 
fated William could now enjoy. 


T waited while the ſervant carried the 
note to his maſter; he ſoon returned, de- 
ſiring I would follow him: he then con- 
ducted me through ſeveral apartments; 
at length, opening a door, he bid me 


enter, and left me. The gloomy ap- 


pearance of the room from which the 
light was nearly excluded, ſtruck me, at 
my entrance, and added to the ſolemnity, 
or, to ſpeak more juſtly, the ſomething- 
like terror which oppreſſed my heart. | 

pauſed, 
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pauſed, unwilling to proceed, till I was 
accoſted by a tall, meagre figure, who, 
riſing from his ſeat, came towards me; 
his brow was clouded, and his look ſevere, 
(this was the firſt time I had ſcen Mr, 
Leſley, notwithſtanding he had written to 
me ſeveral times on his ſon's concerns ;) 
in an accent, harſh and commanding, he 
demanded, 


« Who are you, fir? and what is the 
buſineſs by which you have forced your- 
ſelf upon my ſolitude? This paper tells 
me you are the harbinger of woe !—it ſo, 
ſpeak ; ſuſpence is the only. torment I 
have not learned to bear,” | 


There was ſomething in his manner 
and expreſſions which filled me with an 
awe, a reverence, a ſomething I cannot 
deſcribe : I could not give utterance to 
my words, till a flood of tears came to 
my aſſiſtance. He led me to a ſcat, and 

placed 


— — 
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placed himſelf by my fide ; he at length, 
with the ſame ſtern voice and afref, 
addre ſſed me in the following words; 


© Young gentleman, to what am I to 
impute this conduct? Does it ariſe from 
your own Giſtrefs, or is it vecafioned by 
the fear of mine? If the latter, it is un- 


neceſſary; I am no novice in affliction 


one and twenty ſuns have gone their an- 


nual courſe ſince I have flept in peace— 


ſince miſery and I have been companions 
ſince I have known the comfort of for- 
getfulneſs! Therefore proceed ; I fear- 


leſs bare my boſom to the ſhaft, even 


ſhould it be pointed with my William's 
blood!“ | 
* 

My tears guſhed afreſh ; he looked 
earneſtly in my face for a moment, then 
continued: It is even ſo; my boy is 
dead! Now fate I defy you! I am be- 


yond: your reach! He was the only com- 


: fort 
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fort you had left me - you have robbed me 
of him, and now I owe you nothing.” 


Then taking my hand, he ſaid, in a 
ſofrened tone, © Sir, be comforted ; we 
all muſt die ; but tell me, how fell my 
boy ? was it by the viſitation of heaven? 
or did he haſten it by any raſhneſs of his 
own? Speak, ſir; be compoſed.” 


I told him his fon was yet alive, but in 
the hands of juſtice, to whoſe ſtern de- 
crees he was ſhortly to yield his life, He 
prefſed the hand he ſtill held wich in- 
creaſed fervour, till I had proceeded thus 
far; the preflure then leſſened by degrees, 
and he ſunk back in his chair. I called 
for aſſiſtance ; and after ſome time he re- 
covered, when he waved his hand to the 
ſervant, who inſtantly retired. He now, 
if J may be allowed the expreſſion, fixed 
his eyes on vacancy, for he looked on 
nothing, though he gazed intently. | 

n Shocked 
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Shocked at this filent ſtupefaction, [ 
begged him to be comforted: he ſtarted 
at the ſound of my voice, and ſternly de- 
manded, From what ſource was he to 
derive comfort? Was it from the de. 
ſtruction of his heart-cheriſhed hopes? 
Was it from the ignominious death of a 
darling fon? And, with an angry coun- 
tenance, he continued : 


c You, who preach comfort, have 
driven it for ever from me !—you have 
plunged a dagger in my heart, and 
now you chide becauſe it bleeds! I am 
a man, fir; and I feel as a man ;—as ons 
whom ' calamity has driven to deſpair ! 
His death I could have horne—yon ſaw 1 


could: I knew it was a debt we muſt all 


pay, and he who gave him had a right to 


call him hence, without my queſtioning 


his juſtice. But why—why, O God! 
hath thy vengeance fallen on his head? 


Could you not have ſpared the ſon, and 


exhauſted 
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exhauſted all your bolts upon the father ? 
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Have I murmured at your unrelenting 
chaſtiſements? Have I aſked mercy for 
myſelf? No; I have ſubmitted to thy 
hard decrees ; I have patiently endured a 
life of miſery—of miſery I had not me- 
rited, and only aſked that you would bleſs 
my child; that you would give that com- 
paſſion to him, that you had with-held 
from his father! And is it thus my peti- 
tion is granted? Is it thus the Prince of 
Peace heals the wounds he has inflicted ? 
Oh, tell me, thou univerſal Comforter ! 
why am] alone exempted from thy mercy 
—from thy juſtice! How have I de- 
ſerved thy anger? Tell me, my God! 
why haſt thou forſaken me !” 


His ſtrength was exhauſted, and he:ſuf- 
fered me to ſupport him to his ſeat: 
After a few minutes ſilence, he requeſted 
to be informed. of the circumſtances 
which led. to his ſon's unhappy ſate, which 

I com- 


192 SIGISMAR. 
I complied with, concealing only what | 
related to the diabolical Counteſs of 
N, as I thought the knowledge of her 
conduct would enrage, but could not 
comfort him. He ſeemed ſurpriſed at , 
his ſon's attachment to Miſs Howard, of ; 
whom he had not even heard, and to 
whoſe family and connections he was a 
i ſtranger: but recollecting himſelf, he ſaid, 
This is no wonder; for ſo I am to all the 
world; probably, had I ſuffered my {on 
to converſe on worldly ſubjects, I need 
not at this moment have accuſed the Al- 
mighty of injuſtice! But, at variance 
with mankind, I ſought to live in igno- 
rance even of their exiſtence ; and to 
obtain this end, have lived ſecluded from 
every member of ſociety, except the ſhort 
intervals in which my unhappy William 
was releafed from ſcholaſtic attendance ; 
and even thoſe, my preferring his h ppi- 
neſs to my own, made me relinqui ſh great 
* of: for though I had abjured ſocicty 
| my ſelf, 
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myſelf, I frequently forced him to quit 
me that he might partake of it: but it is 
now over :—the treaſure on which I 
doated, is by violence forced from me; 
and, not content with taking my wealth, 
it has branded me with diſhonour, The 
uſual attendant on poverty is pride; but 
with my treaſure my pride has vaniſhed ! 
am humbled to the duſt, and the only 
conſolation I am capable of, ariſes from 
the certainty that the fates have done their 
worſt, and that they retain no further 
power over me than to kill the miſerable, 
ſapleſs trunk which they have cruelly 
maimed, by hewing off the branch which 
promiſed to ſhade it from future ſtorms, 
and of which the nouriſhing had pre- 
ſerved its exiſtence : but J have done ;— 
the hand of power is ſtretched forth, and 
my complaints are uſeleſs. I will go to 
my boy, and endeavour to inſtil into him 
that fortitude his wretched father wants.“ 


vol. 11. K I told. 
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I told him I approved of his intentions, 
and that we had not one hour to loſe : he 
ſtarted from his ſeat and exclaimed, 


« Ts it then ſo ſudden ? Great God 
why haſt thou ſteeled the hearts of man- 
kind ! why make them the miniſters of 
thy vengeance! Was not thy arm ſuffi- 
cient! Couldſt thou not have ſpoken the 
word, and we had periſhed! But let us go; 
let us fly to the dungeon which contains my 
ruined William, that I may mingle my 
groans with his before he becomes a 
martyr to the wrath of heaven.“ 


I faw any thing I could ſay would add 
to, and not aſſuage, his anguiſh . I there- 
fore conducted him to my carriage, and 
we drove in ſilence. I could not forbear 
comparing the impatient and repining 
ſpirit of this afflicted man, with that of 
Dr. Howard, from whom I had parted 
a few hours before ; the difference was 

great 


— 
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great indeed, and ſnewed me the beauty 
and value of religion. 


The firſt of theſe equally unfortunate 
men (for ſurely their ſorrows may be 
termed equal) yields himſelf to deſpair; 
he accuſes his maker of cruelty, and de- 
fies his future vengeance; while the other, 
calm and reſigned, kiſſes the rod which 
has chaſtiſed him, and kneels in humble 
ſupplication for future mercy. His coun- 
tenance reminded me of a beautiful au- 
tumnal evening, which, while its calm- 
neſs delights, yet makes you ſad: he 
ſighs— but it is the ſigh of reſignation : 
no murmur—no look of diſcontent eſcapes 
him : he raiſes his eyes to heaven, and 
they are brightened by hope. What a 
contraſt to the other, who, like a melan- 
choly winter-day, fits wrapt in an impe- 
netrable gloom, till the brooded- ſtorm 


expends its ſtrength, and again retires to 
K 2 ſullen- 


breaks forth, and, with impetuous rage, 
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ſullenneſs and clouds: if he looks to 
heaven it 1s with a threatening aſpect ; 
his ſighs beſpeak diſcontent and diſap- 
pointment. 


From what, my father, can this amaz- 
ing difference ariſe ? Is it from nature or 
education? I cannot but think the latter 
has in this inſtance influenced thoſe two 
men in their conduct: Dr. Howard's 
was ſuch as befitted the walk in life he 
was intended for. From his carlieſt in- 
fancy he was inſtructed to fear, love, and 
place confidence in that God whoſe {cr- 
vant he was to be; while Mr. Leſley was 
taught worldly knowledge ; that is, to 
rely ſolely on his own induſtry and abilities 
for his ſucceſs in acquiring wealth, which 
he was led to believe would make him 
happy; he was warned to ſhun the paths 

which led to vice, but thoſe which led to 
virtue were not pointed out to him. Thus, 
ignorant of every principle of religion, 

a4 * 
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he was at an early age thruſt into the 
world with one maxim ingrafted on his 
mind, which was, to look on mankind as 
knaves and hypocrites : his ſucceſs at his 
entrance into life did not anſwer his ex- 
pectation; and meeting with ſome croſſes, 
together with the loſs of his wife, and 
having never been inſtructed, that dii- 
appointments and afflictions were inevit- 
ably the lot of man, he retired from the 
world, having placed my friend, then an 
infant, and his only child, at a diſtance 
from him. In this ſolitude he lived, 
never ſuffering any human being, except 
one domeſtic, to approach him; and with 
him he ſeldom converſed, and never on 
any ſubject but ſuch as his family affairs 
made indiſpenſable. For the ſpace of 
eighteen years (the term he has occupied 
his preſent dwelling) he has not been 
known to go beyond a field which ſur- 
rounds his houſe; and except his ſon, who 
paſſed his vacations with him, and the 

K 3 ſervant 
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ſervant I have before mentioned, I was 
the firſt human being who had been ad- 
mitted to his preſence: and though doat- 
ing to idolatry on his ſon, and giving, 
with a laviſh hand, more than he could 
aſk, yet he was generally ſilent when 
they were together; or if they converſed, 
the ſubje& was taken from books. 


Theſe particulars my friend has himſelf 
given me of his father, who he loves with 
the fondeſt affection. It is not matter of 
ſurpriſe, that a diſpoſition naturally un- 
gentle, ſhould, thus excluded from ſociety, 
grow moroſe and peeviſh : his contempt 
of the world hourly increaſed, and his ſon 
could not ſo highly offend him, as by 
ſpeaking of any tranſaction that had 
paſſed, or any individual who inhabited 
it. a 

But I muſt return from my digreſſion 


a digreſſion I thought neceſſary, as I had 
heard 
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heard you frequently expreſs a wiſh to be 
informed of the particulars of this extra- 
ordinary man's uncommon ſecluſion from 
ſociety. 


During our journey he ſeldom ſpoke, 


but the perturbation of his mind was very 
evident, for his whole frame partook of 
it. On our arrival at Newgate, I ven- 
tured to hint how much his diſtreſs would 
afflict my unfortunate friend, and at a 
time when he had occaſion for all his for- 
titude. He looked fiercely at me, and 
ſaid, 


“ ] underſtand you, ſir; I will en- 
deayour to benefit by your reproof.“ 


| propoſed to go firſt and prepare his 
ſon for the interview, but he followed me 


into the dungeon. The meeting was ſuch 
as no pen could do juſtice to !—here was 
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another contraſt! The ſon; unmindful of 
his own calamity, ſeemed only anxious for 
his father's peace : he aſſured him of his 

perfect reſignation to his fate, and that 
the only wiſh of his heart was to ſee him 
ſupport it with equal tranquillity. He, 
conjured him to call to his aid that reaſon 
which had been given him by a merciful 

God, to enable him to ſupport the ills of 
life with patience, Here he was inter- 
rupted by his almoſt frantic parent, who 
exclaimed, 


ce Tell me not of a merciful God! [ 
know of none—to me he has been unjuſt 
and cruel, heaping ruin on my head be- 
yond my ſtrength to bear! Talk not to 
me of reaſon or of patience ! yet, I will 
be patient ; for have I not cauſe? Who 
can behold that ſpectacle, and ſay I have 
-not? Out of my long wrecked peace, 
this was the only comfort that was let: 


me! 
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me! I treaſured it in my heart, and 
looked eagerly forward to the time when 
my anxiety ſhould be repaid ;—and ſee, 
it is arrived !—for lo! the object of it 
ſtands before me a manacled wretch, who, 
with to-morrow's ſun ſhall be dragged 
from his loathſome dungeon, to die upon 
a ſcaffold ! to be an object for the vulgar 


of multitude to gaze at; to raiſe their pity, 
r and to be their ſcorn! There is my 
10 cauſe for patience ! ſuch are the proofs of 


mercy I have received. But I have done, 
my ſon: I will be patient; I will play the 


[ hypocrite with my tongue; I will fay in- 
ſt famy is honour, and cruel injuſtice, mercy. 
- But my heart will give the lie to my words, 
0 and, I truſt, will burſt with honeſt indig- 
I nation at their falſchood.“ 

0 

e My diſtreſſed friend was overwhelmed 
, by his father's impatience and anguiſh ; 
l he uſed every method to comfort him ; 


; he 
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he argued, ſoothed, and perſuaded, which 
obtained nothing but ſullen ſilence. After 
ſome time ſpent in this manner, I left 
them together: on my return, William 
propoſed my retiring with his father, as, 
he obſerved, we both muſt be in need of reſt, _ 
Mr. Leſley did not object, I therefore 
artended him to my lodgings; but before 
I departed, I in a low voice told my friend, 
I ſhould return as ſoon as I had ſeen his 
father in bed; he deſired I would not, 
ſaying, © No, my long loved Charles, to- 
morrow will be time enough ; let your 
attendance here be early; I could wiſh 
you to come before my wretched parent.” 
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I urged to paſs the night with him, but 
he ſaid, © it cannot be; and added, in 
the words of Shakſepeare's Fifth Harry, on 
almoſt as ſolemn an occaſion, I and my 
boſom muſt debate awhile, and then J 


would no other company,” 
| I felt 


aw -y 
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I felt the propriety of his motive for 
wiſhing my abſence too forcibly to be 
further ſolicitous, I therefore took my 
leave; he preſſed my hand to his boſom, 
and burſt into tears. I need not tell my 
honoured father what anguiſh oppreſſed 
his ſorrowing ſon ; he knows my heart, 
and the affeftion it bears this ill- fated 
youth; he likewiſe knows how eminently 
worthy he is of every good man's re- 


gard. | 


On reaching my lodging, I attended 
Mr. Leſley to his room, when he requeſt- 
ed to be left alone: I thought my ſtay 
could be productive of no good, and that 


T had no right to obtrude myſelf on his 


grief; I therefore withdrew, and threw 
myſelf on my bed in the hope that the 
fatigue I had undergone would force me, 
for a ſhort time, to forget to-morrow ; 


but it could not be: ſleep flies the agitat- 
ed 


» 
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ed mind; it is like the worldly viſitant, 
it loves not the abodes of forrow. Find- 
ing darkneſs and leiſure only increaſed the 
dread and horror I felt at the idea of what 
the morning would produce, I aroſe ; and 
have employed the intervals in giving you 
this account, which I ſhall ſend off im- 
mediately, and the remaining horrid par- 
ticulars as ſoon as I am capable of writing, 
which I fear will not be ſo ſoon as you 
would wiſh to have them ; for indeed, 
my father, I am borne down with afflic- 
tion : how then ſhall I ſupport the awful, 
tremendous ſcene which is to come 
How ſhall I ſupport the dying pangs of 
my Leſley ! How: ſhall I ſupport the 
anguiſh, the deſpair of this wretched fa- 
ther, whoſe agonizing groans at this mo- 
ment pierce my ear, and ſhock my inmoſt 
ſoul! He has paſſed the night in tra- 
verſing his chamber ; his hurried and 
irregular ſteps hold out no proſpect of 
calmneſs or reſignation, 


The 
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The dawn 1s breaking ; I muſt begin 
my ſolemn talk ; never till this moment 
did I behold the light of heaven with 
reluctance : it now fills me with diſmay; 
all my fortitude has forſaken me; I am 
tempted to join my repining partaer in 
affliction in arraigning the juſtice of 
heaven, and in queſtioning its decrees. 
Yet I will ſtifle the murmurs of my 
heart; I will believe that the mighty 
giver of life knows what is beſt for his 
creatures, 


Mr. Leſley has ſent to inform me that 
it is time for us to attend his ſon, and he 
is impatient to be gone; I cannot there- 
fore comply with my friend's defire of 
ſeeing me alone. 


I hear him coming—farewell, then, 
my honoured lord and father! I need 


not deſire, for I know you will grieve 
for 
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| for the ruined companion of my youth, 
and pity your 
5 Affectionate Son, 
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